The Nevada County Beekeepers Association ~ April 2014

President’s Message
Leslie Gault, President
Check out the Haagen Daz Bee Gardens (article below) tour this Saturday
April 5. It’s soon, soon, soon so make plans as soon as you read this. (and
yes we mentioned this date at the last Association meetings!)
Ah April! Thankfully we’ve had enough rain to bring out the flowers and
attempt to reconstitute our dry landscape. The manzanita and willows are
done blooming, now the fruit trees are open, along with rosemary, the
mustards and related plants (arugula), and the maple and oak catkins, and
others. Don’t forget the native buckbrush and redbud—what a wonderful
color combination the red and white flowers make! Oh, and the dandelions
have showed up in the lawn, again—I mow around them, my husband does
not. The dandelions and I are winning.
I got excited last week when we picked up a very large swarm across the street from the Colfax farm supply
store. Thanks to our swarm hotline personnel for acting quickly to get the word out. The cluster contained
probably 7 lbs of bees, it was so large we had to go back home and pick up a second box. It was an easy
take from a bush next to the ground, and being as it was in downtown Colfax, we had quite an audience
while boxing it. It will be my first (hopefully) viable swarm ever – most swarm calls I’ve been on have been
a lot of work mainly as a public service, just to wind up combining the bees with another colony. The
powers that be being what they are however, will never allow me to feel like I’m a good beekeeper for very
long. The next day I opened my hives to rearrange them, only to find out that my three former most-strong
hives had expired…aaargh! I’ve always wanted to have eight colonies (the swarm would have been 8) and
never been able to get up there for one reason or another. Oh well, the year is still young… See you at the
meeting on April 7th.

Haagen Daz Honey Bee Haven Garden Tour This Saturday April 5
Leslie Gault, President
We have arranged a group tour of the Haagen Daz Honey Bee Haven gardens in Davis CA for Saturday
April 5 at 11 AM at the gardens. Please note that this field trip is very soon, two days before (and in
addition to) our next normal Monday meeting. There is no Association-sponsored transportation planned,
so please make your own arrangements. I suggest those who are interested in carpooling meet in the
parking lot at the Grass Valley Vets Hall at 9:15 AM to share rides. Allow plenty of time to find the
gardens and park your vehicle; please be at the gardens ready for the tour prior to 11 AM. Also, restroom
facilities are limited in the area, so it helps if your group can make a pit stop somewhere else (there are fast
food restaurants along interstate 80 in Davis) before arriving at the gardens. The gardens are located right
next to the Harry Laidlaw Bee Research Facility at 1 Bee Biology Drive in Davis, a couple miles from the
main UCD campus. Take Interstate 80 westbound to Highway 113 north. Take Highway 113 northbound
(toward Woodland); exit at Hutchison Drive. Turn left to go away from the central UC Davis campus
toward the campus airport; turn left onto Hopkins Road and then left on Bee Biology Road.
After the garden tour those desiring to see the bee lab will have an opportunity for a quick tour.
You are all invited to bring a picnic and enjoy lunch together at one of the picnic tables at the gardens!

April 7th Meeting – 7:00 PM
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building – 255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley
Our speaker at the next NCBA meeting on April 7th, is our own John Miller, from Newcastle. John is a
fourth generation beekeeper and has been featured in 'The Beekeepers Lament' book and 'More Than
Honey' movie. John is one of the largest beekeepers in the country and has a lot to say to all of us. The
topic for John's talk is 'Bee Forage'.
If you are interested in joining us for a no-host dinner at Diegos at 217 Colfax Ave at 5:30 on Monday the
7th of April, please RSVP to Brion Dunbar at 559-1422, or email at briond@bourbonhillbees.com.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
This has been quite a spring, and I’ve been too overloaded to write for the Buzz. In January, it looked as
though the almond orchards were going to come into bloom early, so we rushed to place hives in the
orchards. Then cool weather moved in, and the trees held off. To prevent the colonies in the orchards from
going into protein deficit as they waited, we fed all of them pollen supplement.
When the bloom finally came, the weather was favorable, and the bloom was over quickly. We are now in
the process of hauling the last of our hives out of the orchards. Unfortunately, we and many other
beekeepers are reporting bee kill issues from sprays in the almonds. Oddly, not all the kills appear to be
associated with pesticides—some may be due to fertilizers being sprayed onto the hives. In any case,
beekeepers are up in arms, and there was a meeting in Sacramento this week between beekeepers and the
regulatory agencies.
The season is running about two weeks earlier than “normal”. The weather has been good for queens to
mate, and there has been an occasionally good on-again-off-again nectar flow from Manzanita. Pollen is
coming in in abundance, and the health of the colonies is looking good. As of this writing (March 26)
swarm season is upon us.
No telling how this season’s honey flow is going to play out. Despite the heavy rain of late, we are still in a
drought. Water is not standing for long in what are normally vernal pools, suggesting that the
environment is lacking in deep soil moisture. Spring ground forage such as filaree is delayed due to lack of
rain in midwinter.
I suggest that if you wish to harvest honey this season, that you manage your colonies for honey
production early. Try to keep your colonies from swarming by reversing the brood chambers and giving
them more drawn comb. Best is to split them before they swarm; you can recombine them after the swarm
impulse has passed. You can purchase ripe queen cells for splitting from me most days ($5 ea, $3.50 for 10
or more).
For those of you starting fresh this season, we have plenty of strong nucs headed by proven queens of last
season available now, nucs with newly-mated queens soon (depending upon your position on the waiting
list), as well as package bees for those of you with top bar hives.
I gave a beginner’s class March 29, and will hold an intermediate class in May if there is enough interest.
I’m too busy right now to hardly think about it, but hope to hold some Saturday hands-on field sessions in
May. If you wish to attend such a session, email me with the words “Field Session” in the subject line, no
message necessary, and I will send out mass mail when I offer them (randy@randyoliver.com).

Country Rubes
Combo Screened Bottom Boards
Special NCBA Club Price! Call Janet for details. 530913-2724 or rubes@countryrubes.com

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for clean up. For more
information: 530.273.6608

Sacramento Beekeeping Supplies

For sale: Ten 8 frame bottom boards.
Used 1 year, good shape. $8/ea.
Call Brion at 530/559-1422
----------------------------------------------------------------------------Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be
bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members
and $16 per year for non-members.
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Complete line of all beekeeping supplies
American dealer for Sheriff suits
Gifts—bee themed children’s wear, tableware, garden décor
Books—children’s beekeeping, homemade cosmetics, candles
Beeswax candles, molds, waxes, dyes, scents, and wicks
Honeycomb sheets for rolling candles—35 colors

2110 X Street, Sacramento, CA 95818
(916) 451-2337 fax (916) 451-7008
Web page at www.sacramentobeekeeping.com/
email: info@sacramentobeekeeping.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 – 5:30
Mail Orders Receive Quick Service

Minutes from Last Meeting
Jack Meeks, Secretary
•

•
•
•
•

President Leslie Gault opened with Q&A. Randy noted that high quality pollen substitutes such as
UltraBee and MegaBee in fall may aid winter brood. Bright yellow and orange cells may be rust
spores, not pollen.
Europe has many times more managed colonies than USA.
Karla Hanson is seeking a roofing contractor for the Fair booth who will donate work for company
signage on the booth. (this has since been handled, Neal Pagan is doing the roof.)
Club Trip to UCDavis Haagen Daas Bee Haven April 5 at 11AM, or carpool at Vets Bldg at 9:30 AM
PROGRAM Dr Eric Mussen UCDavis Extension apiarist. He is retiring but will remain in office
during changeover. He emphasized that mite control starts in August for winter brood rearing.
Larvae in cells should have plenty of jelly and fill the cell. Imported pollen may spread Nosema and
viruses. Hi-fructose syrup mixes and sucrose are all useful, differing in price. Terramycin, Tylosin
and Fumagillin are widely used. Dr. Mussen distrusts neonicotinoids generally, with imidacloprid
and dinitrofuran most toxic.

Last Month's Meeting
Honey bee guru Eric Mussen, Extension apiculturist at the
UC Davis Department of Entomology and Nematology
gives his last presentation to the Nevada County
Beekeepers Association's March meeting before retiring at
the end of June. Since 1976 Mussen has devoted his
research and extension activities toward the improvement
of honey bee health and honey bee colony management
practices.
Eric has helped growers, consumers, UC Farm Advisors,
agricultural commissioners, scientists, beekeepers,
researchers, pesticide regulators, 4-H’ers, and state and
national agricultural and apicultural organizations, among
others. Happy retirement Eric!

2014 Club Membership Dues – Support Your Club
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
With this April 2014 issues of The Local Buzz Newsletter, if your label as a Star on it or your email says
"Dues", you are not current and we need you to update your membership or join our club. The last
newsletter sent out without dues being paid is THIS issue.
Your membership entitles you to our newsletter, "The Local Buzz," sent monthly, informs you of our
association's activities and lets you know what your bees should be doing at that time. As members, you
receive coupons for 25% discounts on two major beekeeping magazines and local discounts on equipment.
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date
on the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
$15.00 for Newsletter via email delivery ~~ $20.00 for Newsletter through the mail
Make your check payable to NCBA and send to:
NCBA c/o Janet Brisson – 20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949
Or pay by credit card ($1 surcharge)
countryrubes.com/nevadacountybeekeepers/membershipsignup.html

NCBA Board meeting last month in a cozy setting at Karla's home.

A Nice Tip
Janet Brisson
I heard a great tip at the Mason Beekeeping Conference in Yerington Nevada. When you discover a laying
worker and need to re-queen, simple make a cage out of 1/8” screen and put your new mated queen in it
over emerging brood. Remove an outside frame so you have room for the cage. Make sure there are empty
cells for the queen to start laying in. The brood will hatch and take care of the queen. Leave her in for 5
days. Her pheromones will cause the laying worker to stop laying. When you release her, she will be gladly
accepted.
I had made a cage about 6 years ago. The pictures I attached were made when I had a hive that would not
accept a new queen, even days after the old queen was removed. It was a very nasty hive and after losing
two queens, I came up with this cage.
I made our cage large so it would cover
a lot of brood plus nectar and pollen. I
took a scrape 1/8” galvanize wire about
6" x 10”. I removed 3 or 4 of the outside
lengths to have stickers to impale into
the hive. Then I cut a slit about ¾” on
each corner and brought those together
to make a square. I use the stickers to
hook them together.
When I installed the queen, I made sure
there were no other bees on the frame
and I just put in. I’ve used it sever times after and put the whole transfer cage in so her attendants would
be there with her to keep her well fed until brood hatched. Just uncork and press into the frame in the
corner.

No this is not a scene from a horror movie. For real, twice each year, the Gurung tribespeople of Central
Nepal risk their lives collecting wild honey from the world's largest hives high up on Himalayan cliffs.
That is a long pole in his hands to help dislodge comb into a suspended basket, which can be positioned
with another pole held between his legs. I am starting to appreciate the Langstroth hive a little more.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

Nevada County Beekeepers Association

c/o Steve Reynolds
10838 Ridge Road
Nevada City, CA 95959
First Class Mail
April 7th Meeting – 7PM
Program:
John Miller, from Newcastle, a fourth
generation beekeeper.
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