August 2015

President’s Message
Brion Dunbar
I'm typing this from hotel room in Salmon Idaho getting ready for 7 day raft trip on the Salmon River, where
there will be no lifting of bee boxes. I hope you and your bees are having a good summer. Next meeting is our
barbecue and cleanup at the fairgrounds (details below). The fair is our associations big opportunity to connect
with the community and share our passion and excitement regarding our apis friends. Thanks to those who
have volunteered to help with booth duty.

August Meeting – Sunday 9th booth clean up and potluck
Note that we will not hold an August meeting on our regular Monday evening, but instead have planned a bee
booth clean up and potluck at the fairgrounds for the Sunday before the meeting. The cleanup always goes
quickly, and it’s fun to enjoy a calm potluck at the beautiful fairgrounds before all the fair activity has begun.
It’s always an evening of learning something new, having fun, lots of laughter and plenty of good food. The
club furnishes the gourmet hot dogs, hamburgers or vegetarian meat substitute when asked. With all the fixings
too! Contact Karla Hanson at (queeneez@att.net) know if you are coming and what kind of meat you prefer.
Clean up starts at 5:00PM and the Bar B Que starts at 6:00.
Hope to see you there.
Club Reminders Fair Booth Shifts - The Nevada County Fair starts August 12th thru 16th. If you are on the
schedule you can pick up your fair entry pass at the BBQ. If you can not make the BBQ please contact Karla
Hanson at QueenBeez@att.net for your entry pass.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
I’m freshly returned from a last-minute speaking
engagement in Chile. What a shock to go from our
hot summer to their cool winter overnight (a very
long overnight flight). Frost in the mornings, but
they hadn’t had any rain for 10 months until a bit of
snowfall in the mountains a couple of days before I
arrived.
The Andes were often in view as we toured the
country, covered with a long-awaited fresh snowfall.
In the area around Santiago in which I visited a
number of apiaries, colonies were just starting their

late winter buildup, with almond trees just
beginning to think about flowering in a few
weeks.
The hives were generally brightly painted
singles, set in long rows, often on stands to deter ants.
Two of my new friends, Maxi and Nestor. Nestor is from
Uruguay, and was never without his thermos of hot water and his
mate gourd. Mate is made from the leaves of a native tree related
to holly, and the preparation and drinking of it follows exacting
rituals.
Chile is a major fruit producer for export, and there are massive
new plantings of orchards. Most beekeepers focus upon
pollination income, sometimes pollinating as many as six crops
per season.
The government is helping corporate farms to plant huge
acreages of exportable crops, many of which require bee
pollination services.
But due to the long, dry late summer with little pollen, their
colonies tend to dwindle, especially since they have been
struggling to control varroa. The beekeepers commonly use a
round-ended hive tool welded to a hinged frame grip.
All the colonies that I saw at this time of year were in singles, of
weak 3-5 frame strength. Of interest to me was that it was
common practice to have a plastic “poncho” in each hive, draped
over the frames covered with bees. The poncho is adjusted just
so each time they inspect the colony, and sugar/protein patties are
placed under it. I questioned the benefit of the poncho, and one
large beekeeper who is a long time friend (and who came to
translate for me) said that he thought they were of little benefit.
Varroa was a huge issue, with serious losses last year, and major
immigration of mites from collapsing hives. The beekeepers use
all sorts of synthetic miticides, with minimal knowledge of
chemistry or biology. You can see a cardboard strip soaked in
some miticide in the image below.

They were also very concerned about Nosema ceranae, since
a visiting “authority” told them that their hives would die
without treatment. They were all ears when I told them that
was an exaggeration. They were also very interested in how I
manage to keep bees without the use of synthetic miticides.
They were also eager to hear about how to better make protein
patties to help their colonies during the dearth. I’ve now
helped set some of them in motion to start experimenting in
order to figure out economically sound methods for mite
management and bee nutrition—we’ve already got
correspondence going upon my return.

It’s Good To Be An Urban Bee
Submitted by Diane Benton
One of the joys of beekeeping is meeting other beekeepers
from around the world while traveling. Before Jerry and I
arrive in a new city we look up the local beekeeping club and if
it’s convenient we attend a meeting. For instance in New York
City we attended a New York City Beekeepers meeting. If we
are lucky we get invited to visit a rooftop hive the next day.
In June we attended a conference in Lyon, France and our
flight home was out of Paris. So for the few days we were in
Paris not only did we meet a very interesting beekeeper, we
visited several local apiarists’ shops and rooftop and garden
hives.
One of the more interesting sites was the Paris Opera House
where Jean Paucton has been keeping bees on the roof for 25 years. One advantage is there are no pesticides or
insecticides like the heavily sprayed French farmland. Paucton
just has a handful of hives on the rooftop but gets 100 kilos of
honey per hive each year, about five times what rural beekeepers
can expect. We have heard this before. For instance in the U.S.
the highest honey production is in Chicago of all places!
As we each just brought a carryon bag for our month long trip
we could not bring any honey home. So one of our highlights
was a visit to La Maison Du Miel (Home of the Honey) founded
in 1898. When the shopkeeper, Esther, found out we were
visiting hobby beekeepers from California she went out of her
way to let us taste a number of her honey samples, Thyme,
Rosemary, Buckwheat, Lime tree, Forest honey for example.
Though they had lavender honey, I don’t remember trying it,
possibly because it’s so common in France. One of the honeys that surprised us was almond. We had never
tasted almond honey as we have been told that our California beekeepers do not harvest almond honey because
it does not taste good. They leave it for the bees. Well the almond honey in France was delicious, just not real
sweet.
So on your next travel adventure, whether you’re visiting Milwaukee, Wisconsin or London, England, get in
touch with some local beekeepers and try some local honey!

Combo Screened Bottom Boards

Special NCBA Club Price! Call Janet for details.
530-913-2724 or rubes@countryrubes.com
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for clean up. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Parmak 12 Volt solar powered electric fence
charger. Protect your apiary from bears.
Model DF-SP-LI. Unused in the box.
$160 - Contact Brion at 559-1422
----------------------------------------------------------------Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and
need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per
year for NCBA members and $16 per year for nonmembers.

Sacramento Beekeeping & Honey
2110 X Street, Sacramento, CA 95818
(916) 451-2337 fax (916) 451-7008







Everything you need for backyard beekeeping &
lots more
Exclusive U.S.A. dealer for BJ Sherriff suits
DIY candle and soap making - scents, molds, dyes,
wax, etc.
Honeycomb sheets for rolling candles - over 30
different colors!
Bee themed gifts & decor for home and garden
Wide variety of books - children’s, beekeeping,
DIY soap & candle making

www.sacramentobeekeeping.com
info@sacramentobeekeeping.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 – 5:30
Family owned business since 1985

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming meetings. We only need a couple of folks each
month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
Remember...If you can't make meetings to return books, you can always mail them to:
Tynowyn Slattery 20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959 swoolman@saber.net 530-265-6318

2015 Fair Booth Staffing Schedule

Minutes from Last Meeting
Jack Meeks, Secretary
Pres. Brion Dunbar opened with Q&A. Anti-bear electric fence for wet or dry weather improves with chicken
wire ground screen laid around the outside perimeter; grass grows into it. Bear gets full body shock-more
effective than face-paw jolt.
Bees leave open cell space around the cluster if queenless or new queen hasn't started to lay. A queen right hive
fills the open with larvae and the frame has no open center.
Finance: J Brisson: MayStart $6225.59; Inc $324; Exp $240.82; MayEnd $6308.59.
Program 'A to Z' Supply Dan Wheat and Rob Slay showed video of extraction facility at their store. For $15
they supply hot water and motorized 6- or 12-frame rotary extractor. They ask that you leave 100% of your
bees at home, bring frames in leakproof tubs, take home all the wax cappings, and clean up carefully. The
electric uncapping knife opens the capped honey cells quickly, but can produce boiling honey burns, and sliced
fingers if you slip. A to Z sells five-gallon plastic pails which hold 60 pounds of honey and many other handy
items.

Anyone have bee hives to put on my property?
Five acres on Wolf Creek Road, Grass Valley
Contact Melanie Tillotson 530-217-9293

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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August Fair Booth Potluck and Cleanup
August 9th
Clean up starts at 5:00
Bar B Que starts at 6:00
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