July 2015

President’s Message
Brion Dunbar
I hope your bees are doing ok with the very dry season we are having. I am making some honey, but having to
feed many colonies now. I tried something new this year, because it looked like the nectar flow was going to be
all done by the time my colonies got large. After my divides got to the point of filling their first box, I put a
queen excluder on and then the second box is for making honey for me. After extracting honey I will put the
drawn comb back onto the single for the bees to fill for themselves. I imagine I will have to feed them syrup at
that point, but at least I can make some honey this
way. There can be a bit of an issue doing this
though. The bees ‘keep open’ the comb right
above the center of the brood area, expecting the
queen to move up there. Eventually they give up
on that and fill it in. Most of the colonies filled it
in with honey, but some with pollen (see image).
I hope you are watching mite levels, I have seen
some colonies with 18 percent! Definitely in the
danger zone.
If you have not made any surplus honey, don’t
despair. The last couple years some yards saw a
great flow in late July/early August.
Hope to see you at the next meeting.

July 6th Meeting – 7:00 PM
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building – 255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley

Our presentation for the July 6th meeting will be "honey extraction" given by Dan Wheat and Rob Slay of A to
Z Supply. There will be no dinner gathering before the meeting.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
I’m typing these words while I’m on speaking gigs in Connecticut and upstate New York. What a difference
from drought-ravaged California! Here it is lush and green, and in upstate New York they expect a continuous
nectar flow from spring through fall. It’s beekeeping paradise during the summer, but pretty danged cold
during the winter.
Our local nectar flow in Nevada County was unusual. As I expected, there was little nectar in the blackberry
bloom, and we nearly gave up on getting any honey. But during the latter part of the bloom, nectar started to
come in. This was pretty consistent as the bloom worked its way up in elevation. Some yards of course did
better than others.

I’m not about to try to predict what will happen for the rest of the summer. The past two seasons, we got a fair
amount of honeydew later in the summer, but I have no idea whether this will occur this year. It would
probably be a good idea to harvest any honey on your hives as soon as the main flow ends (perhaps any day
now), and then feed some sugar syrup to rebuild up some winter stores.
We are going to keep an eye on the brood for the rest of the summer, and feed pollen sub if indicated by lack of
jelly around the brood.
Varroa is going to be a serious issue this summer, and if you don’t control it, your hives become nuisances to
surrounding beekeepers and feral colonies. Please monitor your hives for mites, and treat accordingly, and
sooner rather than later.

Club Dues
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
If you are paying in cash at a meeting please try to bring the exact change. If you would like to pay your dues
through the mail, please send your check made out to NCBA or Nevada County Beekeepers Association, for
either $20.00 (to receive newsletter through mail) or $15.00 for newsletters.
NCBA C/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

Minutes from Last Meeting
Jack Meeks, Secretary
Leslie Gault opened with Q&A: Most nectar flows are finished, star thistle is coming in.
Lynn Williams reports swarm calls low this year.
Finance Janet Brisson: April Start $5771.40; Inc $552.84; Exp $98.65; End $6225.69
CA State Fair July 10-26
PROGRAM Randy Oliver "Tips On Handling Bees" Bees have a response threshold, use of small puffs of
white smoke directly on bees - calms them when disturbed by hitting or opening hive, cold weather, dark
objects, mammal odor, nighttime, jarring, fast movement, low nectar flow, robbing, spread of alarm
(sting)pheromone.
Bees attack dark and red objects (sunglasses) and highest part (your head) and pitch of buzz rises. Guard bees
stand on four legs, wings high, and follow you with their eyes. Young bees on frames tolerate handling,
shaking, blowing to inspect cells. First push all frames together, remove end frame, and inspect and replace one
at a time, looking for queen first to avoid crushing her between frames.

Sierra Academy for Expeditionary Learning
Tenth grade students from Sierra Academy for Expeditionary Learning in Grass Valley are putting together a
booklet about bees and beekeeping. They would like to do short interviews with local beekeepers. If you are
up for helping them out with this please send an email to briond@aja.com

Sacramento Area Beekeepers Association Classes
Sunday, September 27th—Beginning Beekeeping
Class fees: $45
Course Coordinator: Ron Nies; 530.941.3554 or sabaclassbees@gmail.com

Club Reminders
Fair Booth Shifts - The Nevada County Fair starts August 12th thru 16th and with that we need members to
sign up for 4 hour shifts to fill the Bee Booth. Please contact Karla Hanson @ QueenBeez@att.net and let her
know which day or days and shift you would like to do.
Available shift times are
10:00AM to 2:00PM
2:00PM to 6:00PM
6:00PM to 10:00PM
Sign up early for your favorite time and day.
Raffle Items - This is the best time of year to garden... So please remember to bring some of your plants to the
Bee Meeting for the raffle. Or any other items that you think will be good raffle items including plants, eggs,
jewelry, soaps, bee items, jams, beautiful metal garden art, the list goes on and on... Thanks to everyone!

What’s Important About Pollination?
Did you know that June 15 through 21 was National Pollinator Week?
Pollination can mean more than just growing an abundant and diverse food
supply. The following are some reasons pollination is very important.
Water Supply
Pollinators can play an essential role in maintaining the integrity of certain
bodies of water.
“Flowering plants help to purify water and prevent erosion through roots that
holds the soil in place, and foliage that buffers the impact of rain as it falls to
the earth,” says the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service (USDA).
“The water cycle depends on plants to return moisture to the atmosphere, and plants depend on pollinators to
help them reproduce,” they say.
Ecosystems
“They also sustain our ecosystems and produce our natural resources by helping plants reproduce,” says
Pollinator.org. “Without the actions of pollinators agricultural economies, our food supply, and surrounding
landscapes would collapse.”
Clean Air
“Virtually all of the world’s seed plants need to be pollinated. This is just as true for cone-bearing plants, such
as pine trees, as for the more colorful and familiar flowering plants. Pollen, looking like insignificant yellow
dust, bears a plant’s male sex cells and is a vital link in the reproductive cycle,” says Pollinator.org.
Food Supply
“Of the 1,400 crop plants grown around the world, i.e., those that produce all of our food and plant-based
industrial products, almost 80% require pollination by animals. Visits from bees and other pollinators also result
in larger, more flavorful fruits and higher crop yields,” says the USDA.

Nevada County Fair Entries
The Nevada County Fair starts August 12th thru 16th and if you have ever considered entering honey or honey
products in the Fair, now is the time to get ready. It’s easy, it’s fun, and it's free!
Competition Handbook: This handy book includes all the information you need to enter exhibits in this year’s
Fair! The book is available on-line, at the Fair Office and at various locations around town.
Entries close July 24, 4pm, 2015

A Smelling Bee?
Michigan State University
MSU research reveals that Varroa mites, the most-serious
threat to honeybees worldwide, are infiltrating hives by
smelling like bees. Credit Photo by Zachary Huang
If there were an international smelling bee, a deadly mite
would be a favorite to win.
New research has revealed that Varroa mites, the most-serious
threat to honeybees worldwide, are infiltrating hives by
smelling like bees.
The Michigan State University-led study, appearing in the
current issue of Biology Letters, shows that being able to smell
like their hostess reduces the chance that the parasite is found and killed.
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=f6a9191d48&e=52a8d1e6c5

Honey Bee Facts
1. The honey bee has been around for millions of years.
2. Honey bees, scientifically also known as Apis mellifera, which mean "honey-carrying bee", are
environmentally friendly and are vital as pollinators.
3. It is the only insect that produces food eaten by man.
4. Honey is the only food that includes all the substances necessary to sustain life, including enzymes, vitamins,
minerals, and water; and it's the only food that contains "pinocembrin", an antioxidant associated with improved
brain functioning.
5. Honey bees have 6 legs, 2 compound eyes made up of thousands of tiny lenses (one on each side of the
head), 3 simple eyes on the top of the head, 2 pairs of wings, a nectar pouch, and a stomach.
6. Honey bees have 170 odorant receptors, compared with only 62 in fruit flies and 79 in mosquitoes. Their
exceptional olfactory abilities include kin recognition signals, social communication within the hive, and odor
recognition for finding food. Their sense of smell is so precise that it could differentiate hundreds of different
floral varieties and tell whether a flower carried pollen or nectar from metres away.
7. The honey bee's wings stroke incredibly fast, about 200 beats per second, thus making their famous,
distinctive buzz. A honey bee can fly for up to six miles, and as fast as 15 miles per hour.
8. The average worker bee produces about 1/12th teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.
9. A hive of bees will fly 90,000 miles, the equivalent of three orbits around the earth to collect 1 kg of honey.
10. It takes one ounce of honey to fuel a bee's flight around the world.
11. A honey bee visits 50 to 100 flowers during a collection trip.
12. The bee's brain is oval in shape and only about the size of a sesame seed, yet it has remarkable capacity to
learn and remember things and is able to make complex calculations on distance travelled and foraging
efficiency.

Combo Screened Bottom Boards

Special NCBA Club Price! Call Janet for details.
530-913-2724 or rubes@countryrubes.com
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for clean up. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Parmak 12 Volt solar powered electric fence
charger. Protect your apiary from bears.
Model DF-SP-LI. Unused in the box.
$160 - Contact Brion at 559-1422
----------------------------------------------------------------Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and
need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per
year for NCBA members and $16 per year for nonmembers.

Sacramento Beekeeping Supplies
 Complete line of all beekeeping supplies
 American dealer for Sheriff suits
 Gifts—bee themed children’s wear, tableware,
garden décor
 Books—children’s beekeeping, homemade
cosmetics, candles
 Beeswax candles, molds, waxes, dyes, scents, and
wicks
 Honeycomb sheets for rolling candles—35 colors
2110 X Street, Sacramento, CA 95818
(916) 451-2337 fax (916) 451-7008
Web page at www.sacramentobeekeeping.com/
email: info@sacramentobeekeeping.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 – 5:30
Mail Orders Receive Quick Service

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming meetings. We only need a couple of folks each
month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
Remember...If you can't make meetings to return books, you can always mail them to:
Tynowyn Slattery 20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959 swoolman@saber.net 530-265-6318

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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