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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
March came in like a lion and it looks like it will be going out like a lamb. We were fortunate to be away
traveling during the stormy weather and returned home just as the sun came back out. I'm seeing manzanita
blooming all around us and with the recent rains we can expect a nice honey flow this spring.
Here's an interesting fact I came across about bees and Manzanita
Manzanita has small pendant urn-shaped blossoms that are usually white but may
be blushed with pink. Bees, butterflies and hummingbirds are attracted to them.
Bumblebees and solitary bees often use a “buzz technique” to shake the pollen
free, rapidly moving their wings to vibrate the blossom. Honeybees may slit the
side of the blossom to reach inside for the nectar.
Karla got her first swarm call from Yuba City in late February so we should be on
the look out for signs of swarming in our colonies with the coming mild weather.

April 4th Meeting – 7:00 PM
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building – 255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley
This month we welcome back our own Randy Oliver as our guest speaker in a two part presentation of Beginning Beekeeping and Mite Management. Randy does not teach “shoulds” but rather an understanding of what is
going on in YOUR hive to help you make your own decisions.

No-host Dinner at IHOP in Grass Valley
All members and guest are welcome to a no-host dinner at IHOP, 746 Taylorville Rd, Grass Valley (across from
Raley’s grocery store). Dinner is at 5:30 PM before the meeting. If you plan on attending dinner please RSVP to
beeVP@pmail.name no later than Sunday April 3rd.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
You probably noticed that El Niño returned for an encore. Although it wiped out the bloom of my cherry trees,
and kept the bees off the manzanita bloom, I’m guardedly hopeful about getting a decent honey flow this
season.
As you start the season, please think about three things: varroa, varroa, and varroa. All beekeepers in any area
need to grasp the concept of “herd immunity.” Think of a perennial agricultural crop such as almonds, olives,
or grape vines. Any negligent grower that does not control pest buildup in his orchard ruins it for all the others,
since his orchard will then serve as a source of inoculum, from which the pest will to the orchards of growers
who practice better pest management. Thus, despite their best efforts, their pest control will be moot. The
negligent grower is considered to be a nuisance to all other growers, and serious pressure will be put on him to
clean up his act.
In the case of beekeepers, those who allow mites to build up to the point that they cause the collapse of their
colonies in late summer or fall are a nuisance. As their collapsing colonies get robbed out, the mites get

transferred to surrounding hives up to four miles away. This is well documented. And those mites make moot
any mite management by surrounding beekeepers, as well as overwhelming the feral population of bees that is
struggling to evolve resistance to varroa.
Please manage the varroa levels in your hives, and before any colonies collapse and get robbed out, kill the
colony (and its mites) before they infest the hives of your neighbors.
At this time of year, Apivar strips (the same chemical used in dog tick collars) works very well. Mite control is
more difficult for those of us who eschew synthetic miticides. Creating a brood break at this time of year (by
requeening with queen cells) allows efficient use of an oxalic acid dribble.
We’re currently experimenting with formic acid, but finding that we lose a fair proportion of queens. We’re
figuring out how to work this into our requeening program. I haven’t yet tested Apiguard thymol gel in spring.
If we all make the effort to manage varroa this season, the beekeeping community, and the honey bee
population overall, will benefit.
Now is a very good time to split a couple of nucs off of each of your hives before they swarm. You can either
use existing swarm cells for the splits, or call my son Eric (277-5004) to pick up ripe queen cells ($5 ea). Brion
gave an excellent presentation on splitting hives recently. If you have further questions, please ask during the
question and answer session at our next meeting.

Minutes from Last Meeting
Vice Pres Dave Pfadt opened with Q&A.
Swarm cells are seen already. Randy has queen cells, and bred queens for sale now, with more coming.
FINANCE
Janet Brisson: FebStart $6391.94; Inc $613; Exp273.28; FebEnd $6731.66.
PROGRAM:
John Miller, Newcastle beekeeper reports Costco found only traces of neonicotinoids in agricultural products.
He described Project ApisM and Project BInformed. In the Sacramento legislature, Senate Bill 1282 is in committee, regulating labeling neonicotenoids in seeds and other plants for sale.

Raffle Prizes
We always need more contributions to the monthly raffle! Almost everyone loves having more plants. Be
creative. For every item you bring, you receive a free raffle ticket. The raffle helps with the club's expenses.
Thanks!

Beekeeping Classes
Instructor: Randy Oliver
Date: Saturday April 16
Time: 9:00am 'til about 4:30 pm
Location: At the "Cottage" at the Nevada County Fairgrounds
Randy Oliver will be presenting an all-day class for beginning to advanced beekeepers entitled "Understanding
Bees and Beekeeping" on Saturday April 16. This information-dense class is intended for serious beekeepers
who, rather than looking for a set of "rules" to follow, are more interested in gaining a deep understanding of
bee biology and behavior, from which they can then make informed management decisions.
Plan to bring a lunch so that you don't have to leave.
Contact Randy for details at randy@randyoliver.com

Nevada County Ag Department
If you wish to register you colonies with the NC Ag Dept. so as to be notified of any pesticide application in
your area you will need to get the form. Registration is free for hobbyists and is a good idea so as to be notified
of any pesticide application in your area. You can go into the office to get a copy, or get it online here:
http://ow.ly/Xn5lU

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
A new book…
An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments
Ali Almossawi
illustrations by Alejandro Giraldo
The Experiment, LLC
https://bookofbadarguments.com/
This small book, 55 pages, 8" X 7", with quirky sepia
illustrations reminiscent of Alice In Wonderland, covers
20 examples of illogical thought; one per page with it's
matching picture and one or two examples.
One of the plus sides of this small format is it's fairly
painless and limited introduction into a very dense subject, while, a big down side is it's loss of depth and a
small downside is that a couple of the charming pictures don't relate to the text very obviously.
The stated goal of the author is, "...improving your ability to clarify thoughts and analyze arguments".
My favorite quote from the book is from Richard P Feynman,
"The first principle is that you must not fool yourself and you are the easiest person to fool."
Why a book on logical thought for the Bee Association?
We don't have discussions as such and the, much appreciated, programs are mainly concerned with the all
important question of keeping our bees alive and but, I think, there are other
important issues and questions in our bee world, that we do not discuss and that
science cannot answer and while it
might be for the better of the
cohesion and longevity of the
Association that this is so, never the
less, there is, for the independent
thinking and responsible beekeeper,
a huge amount of information
available, on the web and in various
magazines and publications; this
little book could be a good beginning in assessing differing view points and help
in avoiding the, all too convenient, assumptions that we, all too easily, fall into.
You can always mail returned books to:
Tynowyn Slattery
20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959
swoolman@saber.net ~ 530-265-6318
The Nevada County Beekeepers Association library is located in the foyer of the building. Our Librarian,
Tynowyn Slattery (left), is usually available before and after meetings to help club members find both children
and adult books, DVD s and videos on beekeeping. Stop by and browse the library!

Time to Pay Your 2016 Dues!
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
As a valuable club member you receive coupons for 25% discounts on a major beekeeping magazine and local
discounts on equipment. Your dues help support Beekeeping in Nevada County.
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on
the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
Dawn Wait will be collecting dues for me at the April and May meetings. Please bring exact due amount,
$15.00 for emailed newsletters and $20.00 for Postal Delivery. Checks are great.
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com
Thanks and I’ll see you all in June.

MiteNot Circuit Board Brood Frame
Submitted by Diane Benton
Eltopia is in early stage development of a simple, pesticide-free way to remove varroa destructor mites in bee hives.
Groundbreaking new technology, code named ‘MiteNot’, will sterilize mites thereby eliminating them without harming
the bees. The circuit board senses the stages of the bee broods reproductive cycle and applies heat at a specific
temperature and time to sterilize the mites.

Heat is applied when the honeycomb cells have
been capped and the temperature stabilizes. This
is the approximate time when female mites lay
eggs but before the male mites can fertilize, thus
interrupting the mites’ lifecycle.
The circuit board is covered in wax making it undifferentiated in use and appearance compared to
a standard honeycomb foundation. Just one
frame per beehive needs to be swapped for a
‘MiteNot’ frame.

http://www.eltopia.com/mitenot/

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available for
rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated and
there's lots of hot water for cleanup. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
“5 Frame” Nucs
Each Nuc includes a NEW 2016 Laying Italian Queen
Quantities are limited
Price: $150
Quantity discounts apply, call for pricing
Contact Kim @ christiansonkima@gmail.com or call
941-780-5742 to place your order

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and
need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per
year for NCBA members and $16 per year for nonmembers.

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of
the coming meetings. We only need a couple of folks
each month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact
Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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