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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Well it looks like swarm season is here, at least it is in my bee yard. We've
seen two in one week. I was able to catch them both but had no luck keeping
them. They were both gone the next day. Be sure to check your colonies for
signs of swarming. If you don’t know what to look for just ask at the next
meeting.
Diane and I attended Olivarez Honey Bees “Hobby Day” at their facility in
Orland. We did some shopping at the Mann Lake booth, listened to several
knowledgeable speakers on the state of beekeeping and then had a truly great
BBQ tri-tip lunch. I was pleased to see several of our members there as well.
The Strawberry Music Festival would like us to open the NCBA booth at the
Fairgrounds again this year on Friday, May 27 from 1-5 pm and Saturday May
28 from 1-5 pm. We need volunteers. If you’d like to get on the schedule
please send me an email at jerryvan29@gmail.com and let me know which
shift you can work.

May 2nd Meeting – 7:00 PM
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building – 255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley
Due to an emergency visit to Brazil for Randy, part two of our varroa mite and beginning beekeeping will be
rescheduled to a later date. Instead we will be welcoming back Jeremiah to talk about Pre swarm indicators,
Swarm collection methods, and Post collection care.

No-host Dinner in Grass Valley – 5:30 PM
All members and guest are welcome to a no-host dinner before the meeting. This month we will be at Lumber
Jack’s restaurant, located at 2075 Nevada City Hwy, Grass Valley, CA 95945. We will meet at 5:30pm.
If you plan on attending dinner, please RSVP to beeVP@pmail.name no later than Sunday May 1st.

Minutes from Last Meeting
The program “Beginning Beekeeping & Mite Management” was presented by Randy Oliver.
Finance report was not available.
No business to report.

Raffle Prizes
We always need more contributions to the monthly raffle! Almost everyone loves having more plants. Be
creative. For every item you bring, you receive a free raffle ticket. The raffle helps with the club's expenses.
Thanks!

2016 Update from the Experts!
Submitted by Diane Benton
Olivarez Honey Bees in Orland hosts “Hobby Beekeeper Day” the second Saturday of April each year. Ray Olivarez provides an amazing Prime Rib lunch
for everyone. Besides lunch there are speakers, demonstrations, and beekeeping
supply booths but most people have come to pick up their bee packages. We
were surprised at how far the people seated around us came from. The couple
across from us drove 9 hours from Orange County. Seated next to us were people from Berkeley and on the other side a man from Oakland. I asked the couple from So. Cal. why they drove so far to purchase nucs. They explained that
no one raises queens or has nucs for sale in So. Cal because the bees have been
Africanized. Now that’s something I didn't know.
Before lunch we heard the following speakers update us on the current state of
beekeeping
RAY OLIVAREZ - Beekeeping is evolving and changing so
quickly that the methods they used three years ago are no longer in
practice! He said last year was the worst year ever for the Olivarez
business. There are viruses and pathogens that we don't understand.
The third generation Olivarez family has recently started a new
business “Chico Honey Company.”
Olivarez manages over 10,000 colonies from Orland to Tule Lake.
The warm soil of the Orland area promotes a great mating environment and enables the raising of queens over a six month season
from March to September.
Dr. ELINA L. NINO - Elina is the successor to Eric Mussen who
held this position for 40 years. She is a UC Davis Extension Specialist and the group calls themselves E. L. Nino bee lab. They are
funded by taxpayer monies.
Her group of six are studying genetics, behavior, insecticides, native
bees, nectar, microbial communities and even an essential oil similar to Thymol. They are currently developing the California Master
Beekeeper Program (CMBP). The Apprentice level of the program
will launch in the fall of 2016. Learn more at beebiology.ucdavis.edu or elninobeelab.ucdavis.edu.
HONEY BEE TECH TRANSFER TEAM:
BEN - Northern California provides most of the country with Queens but last year was the worst Queen raising
year they have had. In 2015 spring was early which created problems in the fall. The bees build up their population in the spring then the population declines over the summer and fall.
As the population of bees decrease, mites increase. This doesn't always kill the bees outright but rather spreads
viruses. Unfortunately we can’t control the spread of pesticides so right now all we can do is treat mites before
we see them and plant bee forage, especially if you are a landowner.

CHRISTINA - There is a shortage of bee clubs in this state so she and Olivarez’s daughter have started Backyard Beekeepers of Northern California. They are going to start sending email newsletters and their home base
will be the new Bee Museum. She encourages people to set up a chapter in their local area. The Patrick Ranch
Bee Museum & Learning Center will be located within the Patrick Ranch Museum in Durham, CA www.patrickranchmuseum.org.
PAT - Is a neighbor of Olivarez and owns Heitkams Bees. (Project APiS) Costco gave them$400,000 for bee
research. Their goal is to put together 4 million dollars over the next few years for research. Northern California use to be pastures but is now all orchards that have no flowering weeds. The federal government has historically put money in to farms but mostly soy and corn. Habitat has been destroyed and bees, birds and foxes have
suffered.
There is a shift now and they are spending money on honey bee habitat. Please contact your congressperson to
encourage money spending in this area. Overall he said that this year has been better than last year and the bees
are bringing in lots of pollen right now. To learn more about this and the Bee Museum, Pat Heitkam can be
reached at heitkamsbees@hughes.net.

Nevada County Ag Department
If you wish to register you colonies with the NC Ag Dept. so as to be notified of any pesticide application in
your area you will need to get the form. Registration is free for hobbyists and is a good idea so as to be notified
of any pesticide application in your area. You can go into the office to get a copy, or get it online here:
http://ow.ly/Xn5lU

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
You can always mail returned books to:
Tynowyn Slattery
20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959
swoolman@saber.net ~ 530-265-6318
The Nevada County Beekeepers Association library is located in the foyer of the building. Our Librarian,
Tynowyn Slattery (left), is usually available before and after meetings to help club members find both children
and adult books, DVD s and videos on beekeeping. Stop by and browse the library!

Club Membership & Dues
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
As a valuable club member you receive coupons for 25%
discounts on a major beekeeping magazine and local discounts on
equipment. Your dues help support Beekeeping in Nevada
County. The NCBA works towards educating people about
beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on the
latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the
very advanced.
Any questions on membership or dues please feel free to call me
at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

Image submitted by Brion Dunbar

Not Such a Mystery?
If it were a mystery novel, people would criticize the plot
for being too far-fetched – thriving colonies disappear
overnight without leaving a trace, the bodies of the victims
are never found. Only in this case, it’s not fiction: It’s
what’s happening to fully a third of commercial beehives,
over a million colonies every year. Seemingly healthy
communities fly off never to return.
Scientists at the Harvard School of Public Health actually
re-created colony collapse disorder in several honeybee
hives simply by administering small doses of a popular
neonic, imidacloprid.
But scientists believe that exposure to toxic neonics and
pesticides are only one factor that has led to the decline of
honey bees in recent years. The destruction and fragmentation of bee habitats from the spread of monoculture agriculture, deprives pollinators of their diverse natural food
supply.
This has already led to the
extinction of a number of
wild bee species. And the
planting of GMO crops – some of which now contain toxic insecticides within
their genetic structure – may also be responsible for poisoning bees and weakening their immune systems.
There is still time to save the bees by working with nature rather than against it.

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available for
rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated and
there's lots of hot water for cleanup. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
“5 Frame” Nucs
Each Nuc includes a NEW 2016 Laying Italian Queen
Quantities are limited
Price: $150
Quantity discounts apply, call for pricing
Contact Kim @ christiansonkima@gmail.com or call
941-780-5742 to place your order

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and
need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per
year for NCBA members and $16 per year for nonmembers.

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of
the coming meetings. We only need a couple of folks
each month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact
Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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