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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Here in the northern hemisphere the vernal equinox was Tuesday, March 20 at
9:15 am. According to the calendar its spring but the problem is that when I go
outside it still feels like winter. Here in Nevada County that winter feel can last
all the way into May. I see by the forecast though that we have a stretch of
warmer weather coming up in a few days, more “spring” like.
Perhaps our weather pattern is finally changing to something a little more bee
friendly, at least for a little while. I’m sure all of our colonies need some flight
time to do a bit of housekeeping and also to bring in some nectar and pollen if
there is any to be found. We’ll also have a chance to peak inside and see how
they’re doing.
My knee surgery was successful and my rehab is going great so I’m hopeful that
I be with you at the April meeting. I haven’t done much beekeeping during the last three weeks but I should be
able to hobble out to my bee yard this week and have a look.

April 2nd Meeting – 7:00 PM
Our April 2, 2018 program guest is Samuel Ramsey, PhD Student from the University of Maryland, who will
give a presentation on his work with Varroa Mites.
We will be meeting for no-host dinner at 5:30 pm at Asian Gardens (Close to B&C Hardware)
2074 Nevada City Hwy, Grass Valley, CA 95945
Please RSVP to Janet Brisson, rubes@countryrubes.com or 530-913-2724.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
I’m typing these words as snow is falling in Grass Valley—winter, though late in coming, finally arrived with a
bang! Eric and Ian have been making nucs during hard rain and snow, and we’re now all crossing our fingers
that we’ll get a few days warm enough for the queens to mate.
The poor almond growers dread each cold night, since the newly-pollinated nutlets are highly susceptible to
frost, and a single night can wipe out the entire year’s potential harvest. Many growers flood their orchards on
frosty nights, or hire helicopters to hover overhead.
Here at home, the nasty weather has sure messed up my pruning and garden work. But dang but did we need
the water! Although it’s been tough working bees, a long summer drought is even worse. Let’s hope that this
late rain will be enough for a decent bloom this summer.

The weather could return to spring conditions at any time, and our colonies will be back rockin’ and rollin’ as
the pollen pours in. The best time for mite control is early in the season—an Apivar, formic acid, or Hopguard
treatment would be appropriate, or the splitting and oxalic acid that I described last newsletter.
There are still a few seats available in my Beginners Class on April 7
Write me if you want to attend. randy@randyoliver.com

On The Road
Submitted by Janet Brisson
I’m writing this from Brookings, Oregon where I am giving the program tonight for the Oregon South Coast
Beekeepers.
Since February of 2017, my hubby has been taking care of our aging collie (now 17) and has been unable to
travel with me. Bummer, because that was the whole idea of our company, being able to travel together to new
interesting parts of the US that normally we wouldn’t consider. So on my numerous lonely journeys I listen to
my favorite podcast, The Beekeepers Corner, by Kevin Inglin. I wrote about his podcasts last March 2017
http://ncbees.net/files/file-attachments/2017-March%20The%20Buzz%20V1.pdf
Episode 126 proved to be very interesting in two spots. Topic #2 was about Screened Bottom Boards and you
all know, that’s what we make. But more exciting was Topic #4, ‘Shop Towel Updates’ where Kevin not only
talked about Randy Oliver’s experiments, but shared his insights on Randy the person. If you don’t have time
to listen to the whole podcast, go 45 minutes into the podcast to hear about Randy.
Here’s the audio:
http://www.bkcorner.org/audio/BKCORNER_episode-126_03-01-2018.mp3
Here’s the webpage:
http://www.bkcorner.org/?p=1749
And if you are a new beekeeper, Kevin has a guide, both audio and pdf on ‘Getting Started in Beekeeping’
that’s worth listening to. It’s out of New Jersey, but it applies to new beekeepers all over the world.
http://www.bkcorner.org/?page_id=1177

Minutes
Submitted by Jack Meeks
Pres Jerry Van Heeringen opened with Q&A. Visiting beekeepers from Natomas and Marysville were present.
One has 1400 hives. John Miller contributed a native orchids illustrated poster signed by Thomas D. Seeley. A
gift certificate for Italian Queens from C.F.Koehner, Glenn, CA; distribution at future NCBA meeting.
Bee Here Now representative exhibited a mural by <gemvisuals@gmail.com> contact Grace.
FINANCE J Brisson: FebOpen $3218.51; Inc $612; Exp $162.80; FebEnd $4216.71.
PROGRAM: Randy Oliver showed full frames of brood and some with little open space for the queen to fill.
Healthy larvae has lots of food in the cells. Swarm cells hanging from bottom of frames indicate readiness to
swarm, as long as there are enough drones.
Brion Dunbar showed how he divides a strong colony, making five-frame nucs with three frames of brood and
two frames of honey, producing four new colonies.
Lynn Williams explained capturing a swarm, with tools and materials, getting details from the caller to weed
out poor sites, heights and sizes of swarm, and procedures for getting the swarm into a lightweight box and preventing absconding by including a frame of dark comb, some brood, and sugar water. Most of his calls are for
Yuba City area. He calls back later afternoon and if the swarm is still in place the best time to capture is at
dusk. Swarm hot line, contact Karla Hanson 265-3756 or Lynn Williams 675-2924.

In The Yard
Submitted by Brion Dunbar
About 3 weeks ago I got a call from a frantic lady who said she was allergic to bees and there was a swarm (a
bit early- I thought) in her back yard. I went over to investigate, and found that a colony of bumblebees had
moved into a birdhouse she had in her garden. She was very relieved when I offered to remove the birdhouse
for the season, and return it after the bees moved out in the fall. This episode got me interested in learning more
about bumblebee societies.
In this image the nest is is
an abandoned mouse
nest. The large queen sits
atop a cluster of cocoons.
There are some interesting
similarities and differences between bumblebees and honey bees.
They both have one queen
per colony, both make
wax, both collect pollen
and nectar, the queens can
lay unfertilized eggs to
produce males, and workers live for about 4-5
weeks.
The bumblebee colonies are much smaller, typically 100 to 400
workers. A common nest site is an abandoned rodent burrow in
the ground. See sketch of a typical nest from EO Wilsons ‘The
Insect Societies’. In the spring, a queen emerges from her hibernation, and must build up several wax structures inside the nest.
The first is a honey pot near the entrance. Next is a nesting cup
about the size of a pencil eraser. She’ll lay about 8-12 eggs inside this cup. She will feed the growing larvae pollen and nectar she regurgitates. She will spend much of her time lying on
top of the structure, incubating the brood. The first adult bees
will emerge from the center of the cup, where the warmth was
the greatest, approximately 22 days after the egg was laid. This
is the first generation of the new colony, and these adults will be
smaller than later generations, due to less nourishment. The
later generations workers will be almost as big as the #queen.
As the first generation is being raised, the #queen will begin
construction on other cups, and the structure begins to gain in size. She will not reuse these as brood chambers,
rather they will be used as honey or pollen storage, or simply abandoned and built on top of.

Club Dues R Due
Submitted by Janet Brisson
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on
the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.

We sincerely hope that you decide to continue your membership with our club and most important, continue being beekeepers. We are here to help.
Current Dues:
$15.00 for email copy of newsletter
$20.00 for your newsletter through the mail
· You can pay at our Monday night meeting, March 5, 2018
· You can go online at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org/
$16.00 which has a one dollar surcharge.
· Or send your check in the amount of $15.00 or $20.00
Make check payable to NCBA c/o Janet Brisson, 20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949

Membership Directory
Do you want to be in the membership directory? I will be putting together the Membership Directory to be
given to members with the May 2018 Newsletter. Information that will be included will be your name, address,
phone number and email.
If you do not want to be in the directory and you think you didn’t opt out or changed your mind, please contact
me before April 15th. I could put in your name, but not our info.
Janet Brisson, rubes@countryrubes.com 530-913-2724

2018 Bayer Bee Care Young Beekeeper Award

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand crank honey
extractor
by Dadant. It is in working order but
needs a stand. It's value is $400 and I
am asking $200 OBO
Lynn Schumann 530-205-7254
Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com
One colony and 8 deep boxes
Includes standard bottoms and covers and frames.
The country rubes wasp guards and bottom boards not
included. I have standard ones for the 2 middle hives
you see in the photo. $300.00
bdh60@hotmail.com or text 978 855 1140

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is
dedicated to apiculture education and promotion of the
art and science of beekeeping among beekeepers,
agriculturists, and the general public. This is a “not for
profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7
PM at the Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at
255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley. All visitors
are welcome. Use the back entrance.
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