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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Is it really time for the Nevada County Fair again? My brain says no, this year can't be
going by so quickly but the thermometer says yes. A week of temperatures in excess of
90° tells us that August must be here. As we all know when the fair opens so does the
NCBA Fair Booth but before we can open we have to do our annual cleanup. Don't worry
though its not all work, while the cleanup is going on there will be burgers and gourmet
hot dogs on the grill and delicious side dishes spread out on the tables. What a great way
to build up an appetite! As usual the club will provide the burgers and dogs but we do ask
that you bring a side dish or dessert to share. The date and time is August 4 the Sunday
before the fair. Cleanup at 5pm and BBQ at 6pm.
I was very disappointed to find out just now that we still need volunteers to staff the
booth. Two for Sunday morning, one for Friday evening and one for Saturday evening.
The Officers and Board members spend a lot of hours every year to make this club
possible but it belongs to all of us and it takes all of us to make it work. Please help your
club succeed, it only takes a couple of hours a year. Its not hard, if you can squeeze honey
onto a tasting spoon and help look for queens you're qualified. Contact Leslie Gault
<lesliegault@yahoo.com> and let her know you want to volunteer.

Next Meeting – August 4th 5:00 PM Sunday
It’s that time of year again!!! The Nevada County Fair starts August 7th and ends August 11th. Our annual
clean up and potluck for the Bee Booth will be August 4th. Clean up will start at 5:00 and the potluck starts
at 6:00. The club supplies all the hamburgers, gourmet hot dogs and all the fixings. Just bring your favorite
salad or dessert. This is always a great time for Bee talk. Come join the conversation and the fun.
I still have some slots open for working the Bee Booth at the fair. Please contact Leslie Gault at (530) 9028540 and let her know which day works for you to work the booth. We supply everyone that works with a
free admission ticket to the fair. It’s always fun to work the bee booth. People are always looking for the
queen and asking some great questions.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Welcome to hot weather! Luckily, the excessive ground moisture paid off to some extent this season, and
we got decent honey crops in some yards. Oddly, we’ve also observed two plant species – manzanita and
coffeeberry – that have come back into bloom a second time, after already setting green fruit! We’ve never
noticed that happening before. All that I can say, is that we are now in a “new normal.”
We’re busy now performing mite washes on all of our hives to identify any mite-resistant potential breeders,
as well as to identify the “mite bombs” about to go off. This is the time to get mite counts down, so that your
colonies can rear virus-free bees in September and October.
This week I spent a lot of time in helpful criticism of a research proposal by a U.C. pollinator biologist who
wanted to study competition between native bees and honey bees. Such studies often tend to reflect strong

bias by the researcher against honey bees. But this particular researcher was well aware of such bias and was
appreciative of my suggestions. I’m all for protecting native pollinators, and in some areas with endangered

species restrictions upon commercial apiary locations make sense. But in many areas, much of the pollen
and/or nectar during intense blooms goes to waste – I often see expanses of flowers as far as I can see, yet
hardly a single pollinator. In such cases, it makes sense to keep those areas open to honey bees.
I’m currently testing a new method for applying formic acid – preliminary results look really good. The
method avoids the initial flash of vapors that causes queen death. I’m also running experiments upon queen
death following formic application – preliminary results support that it may be the bees that kill their queen,
rather than the fumes themselves. More to follow…
You may recall that I’m working with another researcher who is studying the effect of honey bees upon
pollination of a native camas lily in the High Sierra. I included photos last issue. I returned a week after
setting up the three apiaries, and found that the hives were full of pollen, but hadn’t added any nectar (much
to our disappointment). But then we returned again two weeks later, and there was a full nectar flow on
(although the honey was bitter). Below is a photo of one of the meadows, with asters in full bloom. But no
honey bees on them – the nectar flow was apparently from something else, although I couldn’t identify it.
Back here in Grass Valley, when we visited one of our yards early this month (just as blackberry was
finishing up), there was a large patch of foot-tall yellow-flowered sedum in full bloom, with bees all over it.
I’m expanding my garden of bee-friendly perennials – focusing upon locally-adapted plants that bloom
during our dearth from July through the end of October. Please shoot me an email if you notice any plants
that the bees are paying a lot of attention to from now ‘til winter, and I’ll compile a list to distribute to our
membership. — Happy beekeeping!

Fair Booth Schedule

Minutes ~ May Meeting
Submitted by Ann Hiner – Acting Secretary
President Jerry Van Heerington called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. in the downstairs meeting room of
the Veterans Memorial Building in Grass Valley, California.
Introductions of new members and guests was followed by the Treasurers report, submitted by Janet Brisson.
Announcements: Janet announced Jack Meeks retirement after volunteering 26 years of membership and
service as secretary of this organization. He was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation, free
membership and NCBA newsletters from now on, and a lifetime honorary subscription to the American Bee
Journal. Janet also brought him 3 pairs of bee socks from her various travels to speak or attend national
Honeybee conferences.
Thank you, Jack, for your concise and accurate records over the years. You quietly summarized the heart of
the programs, even as beekeeping got more and more complicated and concerns mounted with each new
threat to the well-being of our honeybees and other beneficial insects.
Q and A: There is concern about push-back from property owners who have rented out their houses only to
find 100 hives there and no renters.
PROGRAM Amy Hustead, Registered Vet Med. Tech and recent NCBA Vice President speaking on brood
disease.
Amy discussed how veterinarians will be pulled more into healthy beekeeping in the near future. She is
preparing to meet a need with educating veterinarians of changes in our state.

She spoke and used slides tonight on chalk brood, sac brood, American foul brood, and European brood.
There are 25 other brood diseases that Veterinarians will need to learn to identify, but these four are most
commonly encountered for tonight’s discussion.
Healthy brood starts with an egg which looks like a very small grain of rice attached to the bottom of the
cell. Larvae develop, then Pupae. Food in the cells looks wet. A magnifying glass is helpful when checking
for brood. Also, holding a frame in sunlight gives a detailed look at brood health.
Chalkbrood is the most common in Spring and is caused by a fungus. Larvae ingest the spores. They die
before they are capped.
Spores contaminate, but a healthy hive can clean it out. It is a stress disease. The hive needs to be well
ventilated to prevent chalkbrood from spreading. Use 1 hive tool per each hive to avoid contaminating other
hives. Change out your frames every three years. Burn them. Clean the hive box with 10% bleach solution.
Sacbrood is a virus in the environment. Hygienic behavior can clean it out of a hive.
American Foul Brood is a spore forming bacteria. It can kill a weak hive or a strong hive. It kills the larvae
after capping. Scales are hard to remove. Symptoms include spotty brood pattern, dark cells, sulfurous odor
(some smells like vomit).
Use a match stick to put into the ruined brood cell. Pull it out. If it is stringy, 3-5 cm, and caramel colored,
order a lab test kit from Mann Lake. If the colony tests positive, it will be necessary to burn the hive box and
the bees. Dig a hole, double bag it, and burn it in Summer. In Winter, also burn it and include the bottom
boards.
There are appropriate antibiotics. A vet can come to your apiary for a fee. Note: Freezing does not kill the
spores.
European Foulbrood uses the same mode of transmission as AFB (American Foulbrood). Walmart has a test
kit for European Foulbrood. Feed sugar water and Terra Pro 6 weeks prior to the honey flow.
Sources: www.beeaware.org.au (Australia), www.beeinformed.org

And now for the fun stuff! Leslie Galt, past NCBA President, has been entering the Nevada County Fair for
many years, and her secrets for winning ribbons for her honey were revealed. Honey color is judged in 3
categories Light/Medium/Dark. Judged for clarity. There are other categories to meet. Honey has to be
yours, 15 months old or younger. Exactly the same amount in all 3 jars. Jars 1 pound small. Must be kept
upright at all times. Wrap in saran wrap to avoid fingerprints. And her secret to winning a blue ribbon Queen
Line glass jars and being the only participant. LOL. $2.00 Entry and free ticket for a day at the Fair!
Nevada County Fair: August 7-11
Last day to enter was July 22, 2019

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com

------------------------------------------------------------------

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue.
Submit to garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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August Meeting
August 4th 5:00 PM Sunday
Fair Booth Cleanup and BBQ

