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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
President's Message
A big round of applause for everyone who signed up to staff the NCBA
booth during the Nevada County Fair! Both the club and the many county
residents who count on us being there thank you. Public interest in honey
bees is still so very high and one of the ways we can keep it high, at least on
a local level is our booth at the fair.
I hope everyone who wanted to be there got a time slot, if not you'll have to
be quicker to sign up next year. If you've never staffed the booth stop by
and watch for a few minutes and don't be afraid to help out. You'll be
surprised how easy it is. Members mostly give out honey samples and point
out the queens. It really is a lot of fun and a great way to give a little back to
the club.

July 1st Meeting –7:00 PM
Topic this meeting is prepping for the Fair, headed up by Spencer.
The Fair Booth staffing schedule is post online. You can find it here
http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org/files/editor/images/fair-schedule.PNG

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Following our massive rains, we’d hoped that we’d at least enjoy a huge honey. I don’t know about you, but in
most of our yards, that didn’t happen. We actually needed to feed sugar syrup to hives in some yards during the
blackberry flow in order to allow them to drawn necessary foundation (we of course will not extract any honey
from those yards). One thing that I’m curious about now is whether the huge amount of swarming that occurred
this spring will lead to a large amount of mite immigration later in the season from swarms that were able to
establish feral colonies, in which varroa will build up to high levels.
I get a lot of calls from bee researchers around the world for help with projects. This week I’m shipping off
sampled bees to Norway, for a grad student analyzing the genes for the production of vitellogenin. I’ll also be
shipping frozen sampled queen cells and newly-emerged queens for the analysis of the differences in viruses
between sick or lagging cells vs. healthy ones.
Yesterday, the boys and I established three yards of 24 hives (bear fenced) into meadows north of Truckee in
order to supply honey bee foragers for a project by a PhD student at UC Davis. The student is a pollination
ecologist, and is studying the seed set of Common Camas (Camassia quamash) – comparing it between flowers
exposed to honey bees vs. only native pollinators. In the photo below, you can see the bagged flower heads just

after we moved some hives in (the dark hives at the edge of the marsh, in the center of the photo between the
willows).

Camas flowers (blue) bagged to exclude recently set down honey bees in an alpine wet meadow near
Independence Lake. What strikes me in many areas is the lack of pollinators that I observe on flowers. This
research will see whether adding honey bees to the landscape will improve seed set.
Another plant in bloom in dry areas near the meadows
was Wooly Mule’s Ear (Wyethia mollis). The bees
immediately found it and were working it heavily within
minutes. My hand is in the background to steady the
flower in the wind.
I’m sad to also report the recent passing of our muchbeloved native bee specialist Robbin Thorpe of UC Davis.
Kathy Keatley Garvey has written a nice blog about him
at https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?
postnum=30459-Robbin “retired” in 1994, but returned to his office and
the field for the rest of his life. He was a wonderful
person, an incredible expert on native pollinators, and
always willing to discuss things and share his expertise.
Some of us enjoyed walking with him when he gave hiking presentations on native pollinators in the High
Country. I’m getting to that age where I’m seeing long-time researcher friends passing on. The best that we
can do as we age is to help the next generation with their projects.
Happy beekeeping!

Minutes ~ May Meeting
Submitted by Ann Hiner – Acting Secretary
President’s Message: Jerry Van Heeringen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 3 in the
downstairs meeting room of the Veteran's Memorial Building in Grass Valley, CA. He announced that someone emailed him, searching for beeswax for their art. Contact Jerry if you want to sell beeswax. Preparations
are underway for staffing the booths for the Fair.
Introductions of many new members and visitors were welcomed. Their queens seem to be doing well overall,
and blackberries are blooming in the lower elevations of the county. Higher elevations are about a month late
this year.
Treasurer’s Report – Janet Brisson
May 2019
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Subtotal
Debits
Total
Reconciled 6/3/19

$6,133.22
137.00
$6,270.22
($ 309.08)
$5,961.14

Old Business - Rains and flooding have subsided, and we can expect much more hive-splitting in bee
operations due to one of the best blackberry seasons in 10 years in the surrounding counties of Sacramento,
Placer, El Dorado, Shasta, Yuba, etc. That boils down to a great deal more pressure for forage.
New business - Oliver’s son Eric was discovered 2 of their yards not making honey. Eric found that nearby, an
out-of-county had placed 240 hives. This is now one of the first test cases for the new Nevada County Apiary
Ordinance
Q & A - When asked “how are your bees?” there were many in the group who noted way more bumble bees
than usual. Wild bees are thriving and seem to be mingling mostly o.k. with honeybees. We were reminded the
intense Manzanita nectar flow will ramp up swarming when young queens are emerging. Lack of young larvae
triggers supercedure. Swarm stories were shared, and questions about what causes “bearding” on the outside of
a hive box were answered (excess heat within the hive). Adding drawn comb in which the queen can lay is one
of the best ways to prevent swarming.
Two members of the club had just returned from Sedona and Flagstaff, Arizona and wondered what had
happened to the bees there. While there were many in the past, now there were none. It was a sober moment.
Possibilities are state-by-state pesticide use (and often misuse), targeting Africanized bees, and more.
Scheduled Break ~~~~ Library Open ~~~ Raffle ~~~~ Refreshments/Meet & Greet
Program > Mite Management - Randy Oliver
Randy Oliver continued discussion of Varroa resistant daughter queens Mite management begins with alcohol
wash and an immediate count. His sons and he do 2000 mite washes a year. Fewer than 6 mites per alcohol
wash indicates a tolerable amount; 15-20 mites affect colony buildup and performance; 25-50 mites - DWV
(Deformed Wing Virus) takes hold. At above 60 mites, the colony is walking dead.

Mite treatment options discussed were Oxalic acid, Amitraz, Formic acid, Hopgard, among others. Only some
can be used when honey supers are on the hive. Formic acid is a treatment that works that is natural and can be
used during the honey flow, and seems to give a boost to better brood patterns.
MAQS can be used the end of June - 1 quick strip/hive is o.k. with honey on, although it may kill a few queens.
In hot weather, move the upper brood chamber slightly to provide more ventilation.
In Mid-August, Apivar may be too slow. Apiguard Gel can be effective in hot weather. Brood rearing in
August is not important--getting rid of mites before winter is the focus.
Using a vaporization/sublimation requires that beekeepers wear a respirator!
Note: Randy received many thanks after the meeting ended. This was a uniquely large and attentive group.
There were many questions answered with a great deal of detail and give and take. We heard much more about
the world wide habits of bees and Varroa. Thank you Randy Oliver for your knowledge and all the effort and
energy you put in to share it!

“Bee Swarm” at University of Pennsylvania campus.
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Our son, a professor at Penn, was walking across campus when he saw this ‘Swarm’ hanging on the School of
Design.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com
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Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue.
Submit to garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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