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President’s Message, Spencer Wingfield
This is my first President's message looking out my office window at snow.
Recently, Michelle, Madelyn and I moved to Grass Valley (about 2,900 ft), and
it has been an exciting endeavor. Along side us while we were undergoing this life change, I watched the bees
also undergoing a life change. The colonies came pretty close to broodless up until the beginning of January,
when at lower elevations the alder catkins started producing pollen. My first photos of this at low elevation was
Jan. 5. This change worked its way up from the valley floor all the way up to our new property, as the calendar
progressed. The bees went from a more dormant state, to a bustling pollen gathering frenzy. All the while we
were stuffing boxes with belongings, in a frenzy.
Unfortunately, I believe this year's Alder pollen gathering is now over, as we get some much needed rain, snow
and freezing temperatures, and then slush and mud and inevitably getting stuck in it. My floral attention has
now shifted to manzanita, and I have already photographed those swelling buds and early blossoms around
Penn Valley elevations. Manzanita blossoms always remind me that the season is upon us and rest is over. If
you have managed to keep a strong population alive through the winter, February is the time to start making
preparations for splitting, giving the colony room to grow, or chasing your March swarm up a tree.
As we settle in to a new life under a little different sky, we wish everyone much success in 2021 and may the
honey stars shine on us all.

February Meeting 6 PM– ON ZOOM
Due to current events the upcoming regular meeting will be hosted on Zoom. New meeting time is 6 PM
Meeting access information will be emailed to the membership.
February Meeting, via Zoom, MIKE PALMER of FRENCH HILL APIARIES
We have a pre-recorded presentation by a commercial beekeeper from Vermont, Mike Palmer, of French Hill
Apiaries. Mr. Palmer would probably be classified by many as an "old school" beekeeper. He has a very
meticulous and thought out approach to how he runs his operation that comes from years of experience and
understanding of the science and the art of beekeeping. Noteworthy from his past presentations has been his
ability to nail down the art of comb honey production, in a way that exhibits absolute pride in both his product
and the hard work of his bees. If you follow social media in the beekeeping realm, you would also notice Mr.
Palmer is a staunch advocate of USA production of honey, and the problems that domestic beekeepers face
because of the importation of questionable honey from outside our country. Mr. Palmer has pre-recorded his
presentation at his local public access TV station, and will be on our zoom meeting for questions and discussion
afterward.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Our New Year is in full swing in more ways than one. As a biologist, it’s of interest to to observe the
similarities in outcomes for the “treatment free” beekeepers and the “mask-free” and “vaccination adverse”
humans. Also of interest to observe is how both the beekeeping community and our human community can
now be so strongly influenced by non-factual information quickly and widely disseminated on the internet.
As far as more local observations, the flowering of alder trees in the County seemed to run just a little late this
year, but luckily for our bees, coincided with decent flight weather. In a number of our yards, the combs now

have a healthy surplus of the nutritious pollen stored as beebread, and the nurse bees are vigorously rearing
brood. This is very good news for our bees!
Last year, apparently due to the record heat and the continuation of our long-term drought, was really tough for
the bees. Many went into winter in poor condition, and I’m hearing talk of there being a short supply of hives
for almond pollination. This is the first year in a long time that our own operation has struggled to fill our
contracts.
Of great interest to me is the results of a large-scale field trial (144 hives) that I’ve been running on the
supplemental feeding of seven different pollen subs since mid-August to date (thanks to Alice and Brion
Dunbar for their assistance). What’s surprised me was that despite continual ad-libitum feeding of pollen sub,
plus supplemental feeding of enough sugar syrup, we just couldn’t get the colonies to respond as they
“normally” do.
It’s not that there wasn’t a benefit to feeding sub – the colonies fed a negative control patty of protein-free sugar
fondant really went downhill relative to those fed pollen sub. It’s just that something held the colonies back
from being able to grow. So I did a deep dive into the scientific literature on honey bee temperature and
humidity tolerance (including corresponding with a researcher from Saudi Arabia). What I found, was that not
unexpectedly, the various races of Apis mellifera found throughout its native range differ in their adaptation to
temperature. Carniolans are better adapted to cooler temperatures, Italians to a relatively gentle Mediterranean
climate, and the Arabian bee (A. m. yemenetica) to the heat of Arabia, where it outperforms either of the other
mentioned races.
It appears the the Italian-type stock that I run starts to suffer from thermal stress once temperatures climb into
the 90s, especially when it gets above 95°F. I also did a deep dive into how a colony maintains water balance,
and suspect that the lower humidities last summer (relative to the previous summer) may also have impacted the
ability of weaker colonies to expand their brood nests.
I was giving a Zoom presentation to a group in Minnesota earlier this week, and showed a photo of hives in my
home yard, covered with snow. I explained that this used to be the norm only 20-30 years ago. In fact, I’ve got
lots of memories of having to dig hives out of snow, or to use a crowbar to break them free of frozen ground, in
order to load them at this time of year to take them to almonds. Not this year! As I type these words on 21
January, my sons are on their way to the almonds in their second caravan of trucks (they need to take 21 truck
loads altogether). The old “normal” would have been for us to be fighting mud and snow. This season they are
instead having to wait ‘til late in the day to load the hives, since the bees are happily foraging in the warm
weather.
Bottom line, I’m really happy that the U.S. has rejoined the rest of the world to start to take action to address the
effects of the large-scale experiment we’ve been engaged in. To wit, the experiment to see what happens if we
increase the amount of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere. Hard facts are making it more difficult to maintain
denial or wishful thinking.
Keep an eye on the honey reserves of your colonies. The next two months is when you need to be concerned
about starvation, as the colonies start burning through their honey in order to ramp up broodrearing. Make sure
that there is always a wide band of honey above the cluster.

Treasurer’s Report – December
By Janet Brisson
Beginning Balance
Credits (Proceeds from Pollinators Movie)
Subtotal
Debits
Total, R/C 1/23/21

$4255.93
$ 552.00
$4,807.93
( $ 456.82)
$4351.71

DUES R DUE!
Thank you all you sharp eyed beekeepers who noticed that I used the wrong Acronym of NBCA instead of
NCBA.
It’s time to pay dues for 2021.
Being a member of the Nevada County Beekeeping Associations has many perks. Your membership entitles
you to our newsletter, "The Local Buzz," sent monthly, informs you of our association's activities and lets you
know what your bees should be doing at that time.
Thanks to our membership dues, we are able to get top people in the beekeeping industry for a lot of our
monthly programs. Look forward to hearing from Dr. Ana Heck in March from the University of Michigan and
Dr. Samuel Ramsey in April from the USDA in Maryland.
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on
the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
We sincerely hope that you decide to continue your membership with our club and most important, continue
being beekeepers. We are here to help.
You can mail your dues or pay through Paypal (which costs an extra $1.00
https://nevadacountybeekeepers.org/content/join-ncba.
$20 for an email subscription and $25 to get your newsletters via USPS.
Or make your check out to NCBA
Mail to
NCBA c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

Recent Passing
By Janet Brisson
I am sad to report the recent passing of two of our members, Jim Jessie on
November 30, 2020, and Fred Stewart on December 23, 2020.
Jim was a familiar face at our beekeeping meetings since 2014 and lived in
Auburn.
Fred Stewart owned the Sacramento Beekeeping Store in on X Street in
Sacramento with his wife Nancy his two daughters, Pam, and Donna. I knew them
all well, the Sacramento Beekeeping Store was the first store that sold our
equipment and they both mentored me into the ins and outs of the retail beekeeping
business. I just read that Fred ‘ got two beehives to understand their flight patterns as he was learning to fly a
plane.’
You can read the obituaries here.
Jim Jessee https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/chicoer/obituary.aspx?n=jimjessee&pid=197233343&fhid=6797
Fred Stewart https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sacbee/obituary.aspx?
n=frederick-stewart&pid=197515799&fhid=8293

In The Yard
By Brion Dunbar
I was out checking bees and feeding pollen supplement last Monday, January 18th. Most are doing okay, good
enough to make grade for pollination next month.
This one was unusual in that it had a batch of drone brood. See the first picture. Several questions arise: Why
is there drone brood this early? It doesn’t appear to be a failing queen, judging by the decent pattern of brood
below. But looking at the second picture (which is the reverse side of the frame) notice all the supercedure
cells. The colony doesn’t like something about this queen. Why are they wanting to supercede? If those
virgins emerge, will they find a drone to mate with? Maybe we can discuss next meeting.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
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Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
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