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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Brrrrrrrr! In last month's message I wrote that winter was finally here and then
within days the weather turned sunny and warm. It's different now with the low
temperatures of the past week and many more cold days and nights in the forecast.
I'm sure the warm weeks we've had helped kick start the almond bloom but the
growers must be concerned with the cold days and nights we're having now. At
least the ground in the orchards was dry and firm for the beekeepers dropping off
their colonies. Any rain I've seen in the forecast has dried up to almost nothing by
the time it gets here and it sure seems to me that we are back in a drought pattern.
We are going to need some good spring rains to get enough moisture in the ground
for a decent honey crop this year.
As always through the winter months we need to continue to monitor the weight of our colonies and feed if
needed. With few days in the next couple of weeks forecast to be above the mid 40's our bees are not going to
have a lot of flight time. With those temperatures they may not even take the sugar water if we have to feed. you
don't have to know everything about bees just the basics. I would encourage anyone to give it a try!

March 5th Meeting – 7:00 PM
The topic for the March meeting is swarm control and prevention. Lynn Williams will talk about swarm
collection, Brion Dunbar will be talking about making splits to prevent swarms and Randy Oliver will talk
about swarming in general.
There will be no dinner beforehand.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
Bee Bits
It appeared that we were going to skip winter altogether as my springtime flowers burst into bloom in January
and early February. Manzanita came into bloom really early, and we had colonies capping over fresh manzanita
honey before we moved the hives to almonds! If this is our new norm for our climate, we’re going to have to
rewrite the books.
As I type these words, cool weather has finally moved in, which may keep our bees inside a bit, but not to
worry, as colonies are in great shape, with plenty of stored beebread and fresh honey. I hate to rain on our
parade, but it also means that varroa is having a great start to the year—this large amount of early broodrearing
means that the mites are already getting a jump on the bees.
I strongly suggest that everyone gets on mite management early, incorporating it into swarm management.
Please do everything that you can to prevent your colonies from swarming—those escaped swarms become
mite bombs that come back to bite us in the butt when they collapse in late summer.

A simple method for swarm prevention, requeening, and mite management is this:

There are two other options that work well in early spring—Apivar strips (amitraz) or formic acid (such as
MAQS). The Apivar strips are slow release synthetic miticide; formic has the advantage that it leaves no
residues in the hive. A formic treatment also creates a short brood break, which may help to set back the swarm
impulse.
I had a college instructor offer to use my varroa model as a class project in order to see if they can create an
online version. So I sent out a request for comments to two list serves of beekeepers. I got nearly 500
responses in less than two days—from beekeepers all over the world, many of whom are using the model to
help them to make mite management decisions. If you have Excel on your computer, you can download the
model at http://scientificbeekeeping.com/randys-varroa-model/ Be sure to watch the tutorials before trying to
use it!
My sons and I were discussing our own management plans today, so I cranked the data from our mite washes of
500 hives last year—the model predicted their mite buildup precisely.
Speaking of alcohol washes, we washed samples from half our 50 remaining potential breeders today. More
than half did not make the grade, but we have a number that have now gone since early last spring without any
treatment, yet still have mite counts as low as 1. The big question now is, just how heritable is their apparent
mite resistance? This year, their daughters will be mating with drones from last year’s breeders—some of
whom proved not to be able to control their mites. But the daughters of this year’s breeders will provide the
drones for next year’s matings—selective breeding is a slow process.
We all need to pray for rain. Last winter’s deluge was nice, but not near enough to get back to “normal.” I
crave the “good old days” when we could count on a nice crop of blackberry honey.
I’ll be giving a beginners beekeeping class on Saturday April 7 at the Fairgrounds—email me at
randy@randyoliver.com to reserve a spot—it usually sells out.

In The Yard
Submitted by Brion Dunbar
I have taken my last load of bees to almond pollination. It was my best year ever- an even 400 colonies. Several people have asked how I feel about getting out of commercial beekeeping. It is very much a mixed emotion- I look forward to having more free time of course, but it was a great thing to have done. Even though it
was sometimes very hard work, with long hours, I never once wanted the work day to be done sooner. Even
getting stung multiple times and having a sore back and getting up in the middle of the night to move bees the
memory of this endeavor still brings a smile to my face. The opportunity to get out of the cubicle world and
work outdoors in my own business with such an awe inspiring animal was worth any lost income and a decision
I would make again in a heartbeat. And I will always have some bees around, maybe ten colonies or so this first
year.
This photo of a hive entrance that was reduced (by me) to
begin with, and then reduced further by the bee's propolis
caught my eye. It seems like a very small opening for a
busy colony to use effectively. But they will probably
open it up wider later in the spring- now I wish I had
marked that hive to confirm. The word propolis comes
from the Latin meaning ‘in front of the city’. The bees
collect resins from plants and add saliva and wax to make
propolis and use it for sealing cracks and making walls.
Propolis has antibiotic properties, and the bees
sometimes encase an invading mouse or lizard entirely in
propolis. This may have inspired the Egyptians in their invention of the mummification process. Propolis is
used as a varnish sometimes, and it is said by some that Antonio Stradivari used it in making the varnish for his
violins. Some bees also use it to protect themselves from wildfire.
According to Jurgen Tautz: “ The wild South African
cape honeybees (Apis mellifera capensis) build
protective walls of propolis, with an average diameter of
20cm and a thickness of up to several centimeters.
These firewalls entirely enclose the nest openings, with
entrances to their comb restricted to several small
openings within the propolis wall. Behind such walls
most of the colonies are able to survive wild fires,
another example of the incredible genius which exists in
nature.” See photo below.

Tribe, G., Tautz, J., Sternberg, K. and Cullinan, J. 2017. Firewalls in bee nests – survival value of propolis walls
of wild Cape honeybee (Apis mellifera capensis). Sci. Nat. 104:29.
DOI 10.1007/s00114-017-1449-5. http://rdcu.be/p2u4

Help Wanted
Looking for seasonal full-time and part-time help in family beekeeping operation. We do pollination, queen
rearing, honey production and need help in Yuba/Nevada counties now and in Montana in the summer. (close to
Yellowstone and Big horn national parks). 15 $/hr starting point. Need to be insurable for vehicle operation,
strong back, and willing to work with a team of 40,000+ honey bees per colony.
Email to wingfieldhoneyco@gmail.com

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Janet Brisson
January 1, 2018
Beginning Balance
$3728.87
Deposits
153.96
Sub Total
$3882.82
Debits
( 70.31)
End Balanced Reconciled $3,812.51

Club Dues R Due
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Hello Beekeepers, being a member of the Nevada County Beekeeping Associations has many perks. Your
membership entitles you to our newsletter, "The Local Buzz," sent monthly, informs you of our association's activities and lets you know what your bees should be doing at that time. As members, you receive coupons for
25% discounts to the American Bee Journal.
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on
the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
We sincerely hope that you decide to continue your membership with our club and most important, continue being beekeepers. We are here to help.
Current Dues:
$15.00 for email copy of newsletter
$20.00 for your newsletter through the mail
· You can pay at our Monday night meeting, March 5, 2018
· You can go online at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org/
$16.00 which has a one dollar surcharge.
· Or send your check in the amount of $15.00 or $20.00 to (Make check payable to NCBA)
NCBA
c/o Janet Brisson,
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949

NCBA Swarm Hotline
It's that time again.
The NCBA Swarm Hotline List is in the process of being updated for 2018. If you want to be on the list as
someone who can be called upon to retrieve a bee swarm then please send the following information via email
to Lynn Williams at iamlynn@hughes.net.
Even if you were on the list for last year you must confirm your participation for 2018.
Note that many calls come from the Yuba City/Marysville area.

-Name:
-Phone Number(s):
-Any area limitation:

Minutes
Submitted by Jack Meeks
No minutes available.

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand crank honey extractor
by Dadant. It is in working order but needs a stand. It's
value is $400 and I am asking $200 OBO
Lynn Schumann 530-205-7254

One colony and 8 deep boxes
Includes standard bottoms and covers and frames.
The country rubes wasp guards and bottom boards not
included. I have standard ones for the 2 middle hives
you see in the photo. $300.00
bdh60@hotmail.com or text 978 855 1140

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

NCBA Leadership
For 2018 all the Officers, Board Members and
Committee Chairs will remain the same with the
exception of our new Fair Booth Coordinator, Rob Slay.

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
www.nevadacountybeekeepers.org
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March 5th Meeting – 7PM
Topic is swarm control and prevention
presented by Lynn Williams, Brion
Dunbar and Randy Oliver.
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