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President’s Message, Spencer Wingfield
Holy buck-brush. I experienced a major nectar flow for an extended period of
time this past few weeks, I believe it was mostly due to Ceanothuscuneatus. Although many things are in bloom
and contributed including the blossoms from the fruit trees. If you were lucky enough to have some honey
supers on you were able to capture some of that nectar and will be off to a good start once the blackberry and
toyon turn on. Pollen flows in some areas have also been very noticeable, and as of most recently some areas
have turned off on nectar flow. I do not do much feeding this time of year typically because the next flow is
right around the corner. If you are building colonies or drawing comb however, then you might want to feed to
get the bees through any dearth that they might experience.
I am constantly baffled by what these insects do and why. Most recently, while working bees I heard the
buzzing that is usually typical of a swarm. When I got up and walked in the direction of a large oak where I had
some mating nucs placed on the ground, the sound got louder. I knew I was getting closer, but not able to
visually see the gathering bees yet, which was peculiar. I stood there for a few minutes and then I saw a bunch
of drones hit the ground about 20 feet from where I was standing. When I got up close enough to them I saw a
newly mated/not fully mated queen up and fly off with about 10 to 20 drones in close pursuit. It donned on me
at that point what was going on and I got out of the way and stood gawking for about 15 minutes. (It was day 12
exactly since I had placed cells in those 39 mating nucs). Trying to capture on cell phone video I was able to
catch a glimpse in one of the videos where there was a dark green contrasting background where it was clear
there were around 20 brown colored objects, maybe even one getting "lucky".
I have only experienced open mating
like this one other time and at that time I
did not know what it was and now I
know what it was. This open mating
was going on within a stones throw of
both the mating nucs and the drone
mothers (hives that are used for their
population of healthy drones to mate
queens). I watched as my mating nucs
were releasing and returning plenty of
drones to the party,also acting as drone
mothers. Those same mating nucs that
were releasing and returning queen
bees. All the math lined up to prove to
me that what I saw disapproves some
popularly held beliefs on honey bee
mating behavior. I will not repeat what
those are…
Sometimes when you stop what you are focusing on, and take a minute to look around and listen, and allow
yourself to look like a wandering lunatic on the landscape, you can learn something from nature that you cannot
read about or learn from a lecture. What do we really know about honeybees?

May 3rd Meeting 6 PM– ON ZOOM
Due to current events the upcoming regular meeting will be hosted on Zoom.
Meeting access information will be emailed to the membership.
May’s program…..Varroa Anatomy: Why it Matters to Your Bees
We are very excited to be able to again present Dr. Samuel Ramsey as our May program speaker. For more
information Sammy’s program and bio is listed below. Every one Sammy’s programs are amazing.
Varroa are well-adapted to being parasites of honey bees. Some of their most fascinating adaptations are
difficult to see with the naked eye but with the help of the USDA Bee Lab and the Electron Microscopy Unit,
you can see the mites from the bee’s perspective and learn why they’re so adept at being so destructive.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
I was over at Brion and Alice Dunbar’s home during early apple bloom, when they pointed out a bee-attractive
tree in bloom. I’d never seen it before, nor had my nursery person, who can usually identify anything. Anyone
have an idea of what it’s called?

Our bees got lucky with the weather this spring – they were able to forage on manzanita, madrone, and all sorts
of ground flowers and ornamentals. Many hives have already put on a lot of honey. If you have been able to
control swarming, and kept varroa in check, your colonies should be in good shape for a possibly early honey
flow. Make sure that you’ve got your supers ready for it!
Judging by the lack of ground water that I’m seeing in my orchard, I wouldn’t count on much after that. July
through November will be challenging for your colonies if you don’t live near irrigation.

During that same period of time, most colonies will need help to control the mite. I’m continuing my research
on extended-release oxalic acid (OAE). In previous years, I’ve used cardboard, shop towels, or cellulose
sponges as the delivery matrice. This season I’ll be focusing upon testing other potential matrices. Alice and
Brion helped me to set up the first test, shown in the photo below:

I cut strips of 8 different absorbent matrices, all of the same surface area (one already came as a circle). I
allowed them to absorb the OA/glycerin solution, then held them in a 60% RH chamber at broodnest
temperature to come into equilibrium with cluster conditions. We then applied them to six different hives, first
protecting the top bars with masking tape to avoid absorption by the wood. I will later remove them, and
reweigh them to determine how much OAE was delivered to the bees.
Although this application method is not yet approved, I feel that it will be a breakthrough in varroa
management.
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver
(on the mend)

May’s Program – Dr. Samuel Ramsey
Submitted by Janet Brisson
I am very excited to be able to again present Dr. Samuel Ramsey as our May program speaker. Sammy’s
program and bio is below, but I wanted to add, I have been to many of Sammy’s programs and each one has
been more amazing than the last. In 2018 Sammy came out to California to talk to us about how Varroa mites
are feasting on the bees fats, not the hemolymphs as were thought for nearly 40 years. Then off to Thailand to
for 6 months where he was working on the Tropilaelaps Mites that were threatening honey bees in Asia. Sammy
gave us that program last year July over Zoom.

I met Sammy in early 2017 at the Nevada State
Conference, and we became fast friends, exactly 2
hours before he became famous. Not just famous,
internationally famous. He knocked everyone out
of their seats during his first talk ever about how he
discovered Varroa’s eating habits were all about
the bee fats. Sammy was still a PhD student at the
University of Maryland and he was at this
conference as a replacement for his adviser, Dennis
vanEngelsdorp, who was supposed to be the lead
speaker that year. How lucky were we? Very lucky
to be in the right place at the right time.
Sammy is an amazing speaker If you are interested,
here are a page full of his Media Events
https://www.drsammy.online/media-1 with my
favorite https://www.drsammy.online/dr-sammymedia/the-honey-bee-landlord-every-tenantsdream-contribution
His two latest that didn’t make the page yet https://www.beekeepingtodaypodcast.com/?
fbclid=IwAR1Hdu3rqGoN3tUJi3VAs6g5dYzpTgLKX38-InxlHWKRlj25RUrHsHXIhBk
And https://play.acast.com/s/bbcearthpodcast/savingtheworldsrarestmarinemammal?
fbclid=IwAR04MQra2K0JrZ1YhfRQYlnpBndsuwsWNrpGXOV-SrGi0qI9PHJm7lzwMxY
On the BBC podcast, fast forward 11.17 minutes to hear Sammy talk about how he discovered the Varroa Mites
feasting habits, when his father was diagnosed as having gout.
Dr. Sammy founder and director of the Ramsey Research Foundation graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Entomology from Cornell University in 2011, and focused his research on Predatory & Parasitic Insect
Behavior. He cultivated an interest and expertise in the close relationships between insects and other creatures
(symbioses), and dedicated his doctoral research to understanding a parasite killing honey bees globally (Varroa
destructor). In Dr. Dennis vanEngelsdorp's Honey Bee lab at the University of Maryland, College Park; he
completed his formal education.
Honey bee and native bee health is declining worldwide with record loss rates in honey bee populations
becoming routine (higher than 40% annual losses reported for 2018). These insects are so integral to crop
production that challenges to their health threaten food security worldwide.

Swarm Hotline
The NCBA Swarm Hotline List is in the process of being updated for 2021. We need to add to our list of people
we can contact. If you want to be on the list as someone who can be called upon to retrieve a bee swarm then
please send the below information via email to Lynn Williams at iamlynn@hughes.net or call 530-675-2924.
Even if you were on the list for last year, please confirm your participation for 2021. Note that many calls come
from the Yuba City/Marysville area so help is needed in this area. We can also use help from people who can do
bee removals (such as from walls, etc.)
NAME | PHONE | CITY OF RESIDENCE | ANY AREA LIMITATION | CAN ALSO DO REMOVALS?

Treasurer’s Report – February
By Janet Brisson

DUES R DUE!
NCBA Club Membership Janet Brisson, Treasurer
Please continue to be a valuable member of the Nevada County Beekeeper's Association. Your dues go towards
our wonderful programs that include out of town beekeepers and scientist and our very own Randy Oliver who
bring us the latest News of the Hive.
2021 Dues are $25/yr. (print newsletter) or $20/yr. (email newsletter)
Are you paid up? Look at your email Subject Tab or your mailing label. If you see the words “Dues R Due!”
you are not current. If you paid and you see this, please contact me so I can fix it.
Please update your membership or join today.
You can pay mail dues to (make check out to NCBA)
NCBA C/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949
Or go our website at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org and look under the Join NCBA. It is an extra $1 to
cover fees. You can pay through PayPal even though it says NEW MEMBER. I get notified and will figure it
out.
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

In The Yard
By Brion Dunbar
Brood area plugged out with pollen.
This season has had a great quantity of pollen for the bees in my areas. Sometimes too good. The picture below
shows one frame from a colony that was almost completely full of pollen. Sometimes a queenless colony will
fill the central brood area with pollen, but this was a queen-right colony that had large brood area in the lower
box. Some colonies just seem to have more of a ‘hoarding’ mentality. This will cut into the amount of brood
that can be raised, and increase the probability of swarming. A frame of solid pollen and no brood can act as a
barrier to the queen, so you end up with a much smaller brood area. Less brood equals less bees equals no surplus honey crop. So what to do? Well you could ignore the situation. Eventually things will even out and the
bees will consume the extra bee bread. If you have drawn comb you could take the pollen filled frames out and
put in the drawn. You can freeze the pollen to keep it from molding, and then feed it back to the bees later in the
summer. If you have no drawn comb you could insert foundation, but probably would need to feed syrup to get

the bees to draw it out. If you have another colony that isn’t having this issue, you could swap frames between
the two. Good idea to keep an eye on the productivity of this queen going forward.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
10% off for NCBA Members
Handmade and weatherproofed.
Will last years and years and never needs painting.
Check them out here www.countryrubes.com
Janet Brisson 530-913-2724 rubes@countryrubes.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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