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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
The bloom in the county has moved along rapidly and finally in the later days
of February we are getting some cooler weather that will hopefully slow some of this bloom down. Part of the
reason I want it to slow down is that I’ve got all of my bees down in the almond orchards still, anxiously
awaiting what seems to be forever before I get them released from the valley. At this point, the bees are not
getting much of anything but frost bite on their butts (25 degree mornings the past two mornings, reminding me
of 2018 when I saw icicles hanging off of almond
blossoms from the growers watering the orchard to try
and increase the orchard floor temps in an attempt to
salvage an almond crop). I got this photo from my brother
in law, who has a small block of organic almonds. The
developing almond bud on the left is dead, and the right
is alive. He is doing an assessment for crop loss from the
frost.
As I’ve travelled back and forth to the Chico area this
past month I have been noting the blooming flora around
the County, and I’ve noted most things are earlier than
usual. This usually means that people want to get their
purchased nucs and packages earlier. Just keep in mind,
that can be a double edged sword. Rearing a quality
queen takes a good drone population first of all, and then
good weather to mate in, secondly (I tend to focus on weather because that is the variable I cannot control). The
temperamental March weather is always a gamble when raising queens (in the valley). I did an early graft this
year, but I am taking some chances when those virgins are ready to go off on their nuptial flights. I hope the sun
will be shining and the winds will be calm.
I have to say, it was nice having an in-person option for our last meeting. If you did not make it out, you missed
out. Let me briefly explain that statement. After the meeting, we were having a conversation, and part of the
conversation was that if you had attended the meeting only over zoom, then you would not be part of the after
meeting conversation. A lot can be gleaned in the hallways of a meeting, in addition to comradery. Just a
thought.
The Western Apiculture Society WAS has invited members to join them on thier mini-conference in March,
over zoom. The topic is Sustainable Apiaries, and features Ian Steppler and Kamon Reynolds. We have been
allowed a small number of slots to join the zoom conference, so the first 7 people that respond will get the zoom
link. Otherwise please consider looking them up and joining WAS. The mini-conference takes place Tuesday
March 8 at 7PM MST.

March 7th Meeting – 7pm – Hybrid Meeting
Our March meeting with be our second effort at a “Hybrid” style meeting, where members have the option of
attending an in-person gathering at the Vets Hall or using Zoom as we have done for the past year or so. The
speaker this month will be via Zoom, but the entire presentation, including the meeting itself, will broadcast
from the Vets Hall and simultaneously displayed on Zoom. Bottom line……….no matter where you are, you’ll
have acces to it all. As in the past, the Zoom access info will be emailed to the membership prior to the meeting
time, expected in the early afternoon of the 7th.

Program: Bananas and Bee Health by Katharina Davitt
As beekeepers we hear the story of not eating bananas prior to working bees. The argument is that it resembles
the alarm pheromone and bees will sting. Yes, it contains one component of their alarm pheromone mix and it
will get their attention. Are there any nutritional benefits bananas offer to honey bees? The short answer is yes.
Bananas contain amino acids, minerals, and simple sugars. African beekeepers utilize bananas to rear up their
hives and to increase brood and honey production. This fact is not known in the Western world of beekeepers
and very often is laughed at. Research does show bees benefitting from it. In my use I have discovered that it
can help weak colonies, especially in early spring and late fall. I will present my scientific research review and
talk about my experience.
BIO for Katharina Davitt
Katharina Davitt was born in West Berlin Germany when the city was still surrounded by the infamous Wall.
She received an engineering degree in Germany and later worked as a civilian for the US Army where she met
her husband Paul Davitt. They both experienced the fall of the wall and later moved to Maryland, followed by
California and finally to Keno, Oregon, when Paul retired from the Army.
She got involved with the Klamath Basin Beekeepers Association and the Oregon State University Master
Beekeeper Program. She currently acts as the Education and Outreach Director for the bee club, and as also the
regional coordinator and instructor for the OSU Master Beekeeper Program. Katharina created a unique
educational bee program for elementary school children. In 2019, she visited 59 classes, reaching over 1,500
elementary school children. She has written a honey bee book titled “Black and Fuzzy is so Lovely”. Every
elementary student taking her class received a free copy. She has authored an instructor’s handbook that is used
when giving lectures on how to run a successful “Bees in the Classroom” program for elementary schools. In
addition, she has created a poster depicting 100 Varietal Honeys found in the US. Currently Katharina is
working on a book describing honey plants found in the US and their importance to beekeepers. Her passion is
beekeeping and she enjoys the educational part of it. On a regular basis she creates presentations, which she
shares with the beekeepers not only locally, but worldwide. She completed the Master Beekeeper Level with the
University of Montana Master Beekeeper Program in early 2019. Her final research project was on “Cavendish
Bananas and their Nutritional Benefits to Honey Bees”. In the same year she completed a rear-up study on bees
feed bananas and found an 18% brood increase over 30 days. Katharina Davitt has been a presenter at various
events, like the Beekeeping Podcast Today Show, Belmont University, State Beekeepers Association meetings,
and various club meetings.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
I’m writing these words from my hotel room at the Nevada State Beekeepers Convention, my first in-person
convention since the start of the Pandemic. Things may be starting to return to “normal.”
As far as our bees, we’re bouncing back and forth between chilly winter and the tease of spring. My nectarine
and pluot trees were wrapping up a beautiful bloom, and then winter iced its way back. During the warm days
we started some batches of queen cells, but now it looks as though there might not be any days with
temperatures high enough for the emerging queens to take any mating flights. So we just gamble on the
weather – that’s beekeeping.
The almond bloom was over in an eyeblink, and it was getting so dry that I was afraid that Cal Fire was going to
say that we could no longer burn the rest of our downed trees. Cross your fingers for some needed rain!
Our colonies are now into full buildup mode. This is when they can starve, go get out there and give them a
heft to see whether they’ve got enough honey reserves. If they’re feeling light, feed ‘em.
It’s not too early to think about checking for varroa. A mite wash this time of year shouldn’t show more than a
single mite. A single formic strip or Hopguard will prevent the mites from getting off to a running start.

And if weather prevents the foragers from bringing in pollen, smaller colonies would benefit from a patty of
pollen sub. Larger colonies will generally be OK, unless you want to grow them for splitting before the honey
flow.
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

DUES R DUE!
Submitted by Janet Brisson
It’s time to pay dues for 2022.
Being a member of the Nevada County Beekeeping Associations has many perks. Your membership entitles
you to our newsletter, "The Local Buzz," sent monthly, informs you of our association's activities and lets you
know what your bees should be doing at that time.
Thanks to our membership dues, we are able to get top people in the beekeeping industry for a lot of our
monthly programs.
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on
the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
We sincerely hope that you decide to continue your membership with our club and most important, continue
being beekeepers. We are here to help.
Membership is $20/yr and includes an email newletter subscription or $25 to get your newsletters via USPS.
There are two ways to pay your dues, mail a check or pay through our website (which costs an extra $1.25)
https://nevadacountybeekeepers.org/content/join-ncba
Check should be made out to NCBA and mailed to:
NCBA c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
Any questions, not sure if you paid?
Please call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com
Treasurer’s Report
Feb 2022 Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Balance
$5,326.57
Deposits
582.37
Sub Total
$5,908.94
Debits
(414.97)
Total (Not Reconciled)
$5,493.97

Fun With Quicken!
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Hello Beekeepers.
I thought I would let you know how our club’s money is coming in during these times of Zoom & Hybrid
meetings.
I put all the Club’s money matters into a Quicken program which makes it easy to see how our money is
managed.
The most interesting is how well PayPal has worked for collecting dues. Last year we had 70ish people out of
133 pay their dues or advertising via Paypal. We charged $1.00 on the membership fee and the fees were .91
for emailed newsletters which gave us $.09 that went into donations. This year Paypal raised their fees to
$1.23 for the $20.00 and we changed the fee on the web page to $1.25 to cover that. Just about everyone else
mailed in a check, which is the cost of a stamp and that depends on when you got your ‘Forever Stamps’. A lot
of you are taking advantage of your banks ability to mail out your check for no postage costs at all.
In 2021 took in a total of $2602, of which $2146 were membership dues, $140 for lifetime library fees, $237
in donations and $31 for advertising in the Buzz.
We had 42 members pay via PayPal in 2021
compared to 16 the year before.
So far in the last two months, we took $1820 in
dues and $207 in donations. Out of the 102
members that have sent in dues, 62 did through
Paypal.
Check out the graph for our 2021 expenses.

Swarm Hotline
The NCBA Swarm Hotline List is in the process of being
updated for 2022. We need to add to our list of people we
can contact. If you want to be on the list as someone who
can be called upon to retrieve a bee swarm then please
send the below information via email to Lynn Williams
at iamlynn@hughes.net or call 530-675-2924.
Even if you were on the list for last year, please confirm
your participation for 2022. Note that many calls come
from the Yuba City/Marysville area so help is needed in
this area. We can also use help from people who can do bee removals (such as from walls, etc.)
NAME | PHONE | CITY OF RESIDENCE | ANY AREA LIMITATION | CAN ALSO DO REMOVALS?

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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